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Libby Dam 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Dam in Northwestern Montana. August 24, 1975 


Thank you very, very much, Mike. Minister Macdonald, 
Governor Judge, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle- 
men: 

At the outset, Mike, let me express to all of your won- 
derful friends from Montana my deep appreciation for 
the warm welcome here in this great part of our country. 
I thank each and every one of you. 

Obviously, I am deeply grateful to the more than gen- 
erous and very kind words by my long and dear friend, 
Mike Mansfield. 

I had the privilege of coming to the Congress of the 
United States when Mike had been in Washington for a 


number of years as a Member of the House. Our friend- . 


ship began then, and it has continued over: the years. 

One of the great things that I feel about our country 
is that people of different political persuasions can sit 
down and try to work out the kind of problems that we 
face in this Nation. 

I can say to all of you from Montana that you are most 
fortunate to have a man like Mike Mansfield not only as 
your Senator but as the majority leader in the United 
States Senate. 

Mr. Minister, would you please express to Prime Min- 
ister Trudeau my very, very best wishes. One of the 
fine experiences a person has as President of the United 
States is to meet heads of governments throughout the 
world. 

I can say to those from Canada who are here today that 
the working relationship between Prime Minister Trudeau 
and myself has been constructive and will continue to be 
so as we seek to solve these problems between Canada and 
the United States. 

Please give to him my very best wishes. 


Obviously, I am tremendously pleased to be here to 
participate in the dedication of the Libby Dam, another 
multipurpose project, one of the superb projects that the 
Army Corps of Engineers has constructed for the benefit 
of you in Canada, but for all of us in the United States 
as well as the benefit of Canada. 

As I look at this structure and know that some $500 
million has been spent to build it, I congratulate the 
Corps of Engineers for spending our tax dollars wisely. 

But I am also very pleased to be here because it provides 
me with an opportunity to visit this beautiful “Big Sky” 
country, the kind of country that I have heard about, not 
only from my son, Steve, who spent the last year over in 
Lolo and more recently up in the grizzly country, but 
my knowledge of Montana goes back to my friendship 
with your delegation in both the House of Representatives 
and the United States Senate. 

The problem is that we in Washington sometimes for- 
get how refreshing and how beautiful America is, partic- 
ularly this part of America, which has been the inspiration 
for so many poets as well as painters. 

Flying across this vast continent, to those of us who 
come from the Middle West, is an inspiration. And I am 
filled with awe by how much we have accomplished in 
two short centuries. We have carved a civilization out of a 
wilderness. Let us now make sure that we keep some 
wilderness carved out of our civilization. 

All of you know better than I that Montana is one of 
our most rugged and untouched areas. It stands as a 
symbol of our natural resources and of our native spirit. 
Libby Dam is also a symbol of how a commitment to the 
environment can be balanced with our technological 
needs. It is a multipurpose project that shows it:is possible 
to take a natural resource and use it wisely to satisfy a 
wide variety of human needs. 

America needs more homegrown energy. This dam will 
provide clean electrical power for the equivalent of some 
235 (thousand) homes in the Pacific Northwest. In addi- 
tion, the Libby Dam will provide security for jobs and for 
industry and for agriculture. But most important, this 
power will be created without using:expensive and deplet- 
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able fossil fuel. Here at Libby Dam, the marriage of tech- 
nology and nature will be a happy and a constructive one. 

A second welcome purpose of Libby Dam, of course, 
is flood control. A television commercial tells us it’s not 
nice to fool Mother Nature. On the other hand, Libby 
Dam will keep Mother Nature from fooling us. 

As an outdoor enthusiast, another purpose of Libby 
Dam, which millions of other Americans welcome, is, of 
course, the recreational opportunities of this magnificent 
lake. It will provide the activities that firm muscles, clear 
minds, and renew spirits. I doubt if medical science will 
ever come up with a better tranquilizer than a boat, a fish- 
ing pole, and a lazy afternoon. 

But there is one area where contentment can only lead 
to chaos, and that’s if we fail to get cracking on a solution 
to the problem of our increasing dependence on insecure 
overseas sources of energy. 

To satisfy their needs, as you heard from the Minister, 
our good friends to the north have had to reduce and 
may in the distant future eventually have to eliminate 
their exports of oil and natural gas to the United States. 

These exports to the United States represent more than 
one million barrels of oil per day, or its equivalent, which 
the United States will have to make up from its own 
energy resources or become more and more dependent 
on OPEC nations primarily in the Middle East. 

This is one more indication of why our energy inde- 
pendence is an absolute necessity to the well-being of our 
Nation. Although Libby Dam will provide power for this 
reason, it’s not the answer to the energy scarcity nationally. 

In the final analysis, each nation must ultimately cope 
with its own energy needs and problems of supply. Enlight- 
_ ened self-interest, as the Minister said, is the key phrase. 
We will cooperate with all others to ease our energy 
dilemma in the short range as well as the long haul. 

In my conversations with the Minister before coming 
here for this occasion, I assured him—and I believe he 
assured me, as he indicated in his speech to you—that the 
United States and Canada will work together. 


We can’t solve all the problems, but, if we approach 
the difficulties with an open mind and an understanding 
of the problems of the other, I am confident that many 
of the difficulties can be resolved. 

The fact that the United States as well as Canada and 
14 other nations are working together as consuming 
nations in the International Energy Agency is another 
indication of how not two, but 16 nations can work to- 
gether to solve a problem that affects we on the North 
American Continent and those in Western Europe, our 
allies in NATO. 

We have resolved in this area, the 16 nations that are 
part of the organization, to share in research and develop- 
ment to find an answer to the financial problems that have 
arisen because of the high prices charged by OPEC 
nations, and to solve the problems and work together in 
the conservation of energy in the free nations, the indus- 


trial nations of the world. And if 16 nations can do it, 
as we are seeking to do, I am absolutely confident that 
Canada and the United States can do even better. 

But I must say, on the other hand, that we must—all 
Americans and Congress—must realize that this is our 
problem to meet and to solve. We cannot look elsewhere 
for the total solution despite the efforts of cooperation. 

More important, we can no longer pretend the national 
energy problem does not exist. We must develop new 
sources of energy, not only oil and gas but others such 
as solar, geothermal, and nuclear. We have delayed far 
too long. Our vulnerability increases daily. We must act 
now to achieve the energy self-sufficiency vital to all. 

I will continue to work with the Congress and partic- 
ularly with Senator Mansfield and others on the leadership 
on the other side of the aisle so we can get this effort off 
dead center. 

Together we must succeed in this effort, not for any 
personal glory or party gains but for the benefit of the 
American people and the free world in which we live. 

Before closing, let me say how deeply pleased I am that 
the harmony this multipurpose project has created 
between technology and environment is equally reflected 
in the warm relationship that we in the United States 
have with our neighbors to the north. Relations between 
Canada and the United States have long been character- 
ized by friendship and partnership. This dam stands as 
a powerful reminder of the mutual benefits such close 
cooperation can accomplish. 

The poet Tennyson once wrote, and I quote, “Nothing 
in nature is unbeautiful,” end quote. I believe that man- 
kind has the responsibility of preserving that beauty. Let 
us, therefore, take heart as well as pride in the creation 
of the Libby Dam. It will enhance the best we and our 
environment have to offer. It offers the message loud and 
clear: We are the defenders, not the despoilers, of this 
great land. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. In his opening remarks, he 


referred to Donald S. Macdonald, Canadian Minister of Energy, 
Mines, and Resources, and Thomas L. Judge, Governor of Montana. 


Chicago, Illinois 


The President’s Remarks at a Dinner on the Occasion 
of the International Star Class Yacht Racing Association 
World’s Championship. August 24, 1975 


Mayor Daley, let me express my very deep gratitude and 
appreciation for the invitation to join you and your many 
friends in Chicago on this occasion when you, and all of 
us, are paying tribute to the Star Class group, not only 
from the United States but internationally. 

I am most appreciative of the opportunity to meet this 
group of outstanding sailors and all that goes with being 
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a good sailor, and I thank you very, very much for the 
opportunity. 

Before I begin, I would like to ask an important ques- 
tion. I would most respectfully like to know if there is any 
correlation between the fact that sailing is one sport that 
needs a great deal of wind and your invitation for me to 
speak here tonight? [Laughter] 

As an old Navy man, it’s a great pleasure to be rubbing 
shoulders with so many fine skippers and their fine crews, 
and I am deeply grateful to you, Mr. Mayor, and the 
city of Chicago for making this evening possible. 

While Mayor Daley and I don’t always see eye to eye 
on politics—he tends to favor the port tack and I tend to 
favor the starboard tack—I am delighted that we have 
always been able to join together for wonderful evenings 
like this tonight. 

Let me extend very forcefully my best wishes to all of 
the participants and the officials of the 1975 world’s 
championship of the International Star Class Yacht Rac- 
ing Association. In particular, I would welcome the 
skippers and the crews who have come from Switzerland, 
Sweden, Germany, the Bahamas, Canada, and Brazil 
that are competing in the races this week. 

I hope—and I say this most sincerely—that you will 
enjoy your visit to the United States and take home with 
you many happy memories of your visit to Chicago and 
to the United States as a whole. 

Let me also congratulate the members of the Chicago 
Yacht Club on your centennial celebration. I hope your 
next 100 years will be as rewarding and as memorable 
as this. 

There are so many great champions and so many great 
celebrities in the yachting world here this evening, and I 
have been talking to Bill Parks about all of you who are 
really experts and great dignitaries in this area. 

But I have to admit that one skipper and crew in par- 
ticular has caught my eye. I’d like to ask them to stand 
up and take a bow—the skipper of Star Number 5607, 
Ding Schoonmaker and his very talented and capable 
crew—Jerry Ford. [Laughter] 

Jerry, all I can say is, I’ve been crew and now I’m a 
skipper, and believe me, being a part of the crew is easier. 
[Laughter] 

Everyone I have talked to, both before and during the 
dinner, is already aware of the fact that I am not an 
expert on sailing, but I have done some of this over in 
Michigan’s wonderful inland lakes and a bit on Lake 
Michigan over on the other side of this lake. 

I was a crewmember, but never qualified as a skipper. 
Then when I got into the Navy, I served all of my sea duty 
in World War II on an aircraft carrier in the Pacific, the 
U.S.S. Monterey. But if you will pardon a little pride and 
nostalgia, of course, in the South Pacific, the Monterey, 
according to the crew, was also a star. 

Since then, the only sailing I have done has been an 
occasional cruise up and down the Potomac. And so while 


it is a new world, as far as I am concerned, what you have 
told me tonight through Bill Parks and others about star 
racing, I like and admire. 

For instance, I understand there will be six races in 
this championship, and the rules permit each skipper:to 
throw out his worst race. 

Mayor Daley, I know a lot of politicians—[laughter}|— 
I know a lot of politicians who would like to have those 
same rules in the game. [Laughter] 

But the aspect of star racing that I admire most is the 
emphasis on personal skill and instinct. What really counts, 
as all of you know very well, is the skipper and the crew 
and how they measure up against every other skipper and 
the crew. Equipment.and design are not the determining 
factors. Experience, know-how, and guts really are the 
criteria. 

Tonight, Mr. Mayor, I am extremely grateful to you 
and to all of you for allowing me to share some of the 
flavor, the stories, and some of the excitement of star sail- 
ing. Bill Parks has done a wonderful job in giving me the 
history and the experiences that he has had and all of you 
have had in this great competition. 

In tomorrow’s races and those that follow, I wish you 
all could win. But in just being part of this very special 
sport, I know that you feel it has been a great and a 
rewarding experience. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor, and good night. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. at the dinner hosted by 
Mayor Richard J. Daley at the Chicago Yacht Club. The 53d annual 
competition was held in Chicago to commemorate the 100th anniver- 
sary of the Chicago Yacht Club. In his remarks, the President referred 
to William W. Parks, president of the International Star Class Yacht 


Racing Association, and James “Ding” Schoonmaker, current North 
American champion in star class yacht racing. 


American Hardware 
Manufacturers Association 


The President’s Remarks atthe Association’s 
Convention in Chicago, Illinois. August 25, 1975 


Thank you very, very much, Mr. Hudson, Cardinal Cody, 
Mr. Spencer, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is a very special pleasure and privilege for me to be 
here this morning and to pay tribute to the American 
hardware industry and to kick off Hardware Week in the 
city of Chicago. 

Yours is an industry that has taken American inge- 
nuity and coupled it with some of the most effective mer- 
chandising techniques known to mortal man. 

Now, that may seem like some exaggeration, but a 
hardware store is the only business I know of where you 
can go to buy a 10-cent carriage bolt and come out with 
a can of paint, a new, improved screwdriver, 50 pounds 
of charcoal briquets, a bicycle repair kit, 10 minutes of 
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free advice, 12 picture hooks, 6 fuses, and a lawnmower, 
and then have to go back because you forgot the 10-cent 
carriage bolt you went to buy there in the first place. 
[Laughter] 

I have been a typical homeowner most of my life, and 
my wife Betty knows it. She says that sending me to a 
hardware store is the nearest thing she knows to playing 
chicken with our life savings. [Laughter] 

Nevertheless, on behalf of all of us “do-it-yourselfers,” 
let me thank all of you here for making possible the won- 
der of wonders—the neighborhood hardware emporium, 
more affectionately known as the world’s only candy 
store for grownups. [Laughter] 

In your business, you constantly seek out those new 
ideas that are so important to a great country, and so do 
we in this country. In fact, no nation or society in history 
has done more to encourage invention, innovation, and 
initiative. 

The explosion of American ideas began 200 years ago 
with our Declaration of Independence. A century ago a 
tide of industrial progress started to sweep over America. 

Sewing machines revolutionized the clothing industry. 
Electricity made life brighter and more prosperous, Auto- 
mobile assembly lines put us on wheels. The telegraph 
and telephone—later movies, radio, and television— 
linked the people of this vast Nation closer and closer 
together. In our generation, America has split the atom 
and conquered space. Americans never shirked from 
challenge. Courage, originality, opportunity, and opti- 
mism are national traits. 

This has been the spirit of America for the past two 
centuries—a spirit of ideas and individuality. It was and 
is the spirit of private enterprise—churning ahead in a 
free, competitive system fueled by private savings and 
investment. We need to recall these basic facts about Amer- 
ica, about ourselves as a people, and about our way of 
life. 

No nation has invested more than we have in humanity 
and science. No nation has taken greater risks or experi- 
mented as much for progress. As a result, no nation has 
earned such rewards as the United States. 

Today, America is again called upon to invest, to risk, 
to experiment in the name of progress. But unfortunately, 
we have reached a watershed. A decision must be made. 
The question, put simply, is precisely this: How do we 
finance both the investment needed for economic growth 
and essential programs needed to solve our human 
problems? 


Today, we are faced with the problem of creating new 
jobs in numbers greater than ever before in America. 
Although unemployment is far too high, nevertheless we 
should not forget that 85 millions in this great country 
are at work and that is about 1.2 million more than just 
last March. By 1980, we must create another 14 million 
jobs to meet the needs of our expanding population. This 


is our objective, and it will require substantial economic 
progress. 

As always, economic progress depends on our ability 
as a nation to foster capital investment and increase the 
productivity of our workers. The share of our gross na- 
tional product committed to the private sector investment 
must increase significantly over the next few years if we 
are to reach our economic potential. Some, for example, 
estimate that total investment requirements could reach 
as high as $4 trillion ! 

However, as our need for capital grows, the ability 
of industry to generate necessary funds is declining. This 
is essentially because inflation has eroded corporate bal- 
ance sheets and because our national tax laws fail to 
stimulate such investment, 

In short, our financial ability to increase production is 
declining. This decline is curtailing needed growth in’ 
jobs and income and undermining our ability to compete 
internationally. 

I am very confident, once this becomes clear to the 
American people, they will understand America’s need 
for tax policies that will help to channel sufficient re- 
sources into the expansion of productive capacity. 

At today’s level of economic activity, no shortage of 
industrial facilities exists. But our Nation’s economic 
machine is not now running at top speed. In the future, 
we have every reason to expect it will. But we must now 
not permit bottlenecks and shortages to reappear as the 
economy gains momentum. We must not condemn our 
fellow citizens to unemployment because the modern tools 
needed to compete in world markets are lacking. 

Capital, as all of you know, is vital to all segments of 
our economy—to expand agricultural production, to de- 
velop domestic resources of energy and raw material, 
reducing our dependence on oil imports, and to preserve 
and to improve our economy. 

This Administration has proposed reforms to the Con- 
gress to stimulate what some call “capital formation” 
through tax incentives. But I prefer to use the term “job 
creation,” because that is what the proposals would do as 
a practical matter. If adopted, they would provide the 
funds to expand America’s industry capability to create 
jobs, for one thing, by reducing the “double taxation” 
on dividends. 

As expected, these proposals have raised an outcry 
from some Members of Congress who oppose them, and, 
as a person who was in the Congress for a number of 
years, I understand these voices. 

But the Congress, in this case, as in others, has come 
up with no alternatives. We’ve got to push them to action 
here as well as elsewhere. America cannot put its faith 
in wishing wells. We must do something about expand- 
ing our sources of capital to create jobs—and we must 
do it right now. I ask the Congress to join with me in this 
commitment to our Nation’s future—to increased jobs, 
income, and full economic recovery. 


Volume 11—Number 35 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD ®. FORD, 1975 893 


Let us expand the size of our economic pie rather than 
simply redistributing the pieces of a much smaller piece 
of pie. 

By itself, however, additional capital cannot revitalize 
the American economy and our free market system. We 
must also take steps to help restore the vitality of the 
marketplace, and effective competition is the way to do it. 

Too often in the past, our Government has stifled that 
competition in the name of economic regulation to the 
detriment of the consumer. For that reason, my Admin- 
istration—with strong support of the Congress in this 
instance—is seeking fundamental reform of economic 
regulation in the United States. 

The problem is simply this: In many industries— 
transportation, energy, communications, as well as 
others—Federal regulatory commissions have actually 
thwarted competition. The bureaucratic monopolies have 
tangled business in conflicting policies and redtape far, far 
too long. The record is clear. They have burdened the 
consumer with the costs of misdirected regulation. 

Although I am greatly encouraged by widespread 
backing for regulatory reform, I also recognize we still 
have a long, long way to go to achieve it. But with the 
continued public support, which is very evident, with the 
support of you as well as your industry, we will reverse 
the trend of the last few decades. We will establish as 
national policy this basic fact of economic life: that gov- 
ernment regulation is not an effective substitute for vigor- 
ous American competition in the marketplace. 

Having said this, let me add that some—and I qualify 
it by saying some—regulations are necessary and appro- 
priate, for instance, involving health, safety, the environ- 
ment. But the reforms that we seek would eliminate the 
impractical, the unnecessary, and the obsolete. 


As part of this effort to ensure that we have a strong 
economic system, we must maintain an antitrust policy 
which validates our commitment to competitive markets. 
If we reduce Government regulation of business, we must 
make certain and positive that our antitrust laws are 
vigorously enforced. 

Competition, when freed of Government regulation and 
supported by antitrust laws, is the driving force of our 
economy. It will drive costs down to their minimum and 
assure prices based on these legitimate costs. 

Yet, such steps cover only a part of the overall problem. 
It is much more difficult to deal with areas that antitrust 
laws do not touch. These are the regulated and legal 
monopolies and the Government-sanctioned cartels. 

For instance, various industry rate bureaus and self- 
regulatory agencies—transportation rate. bureaus, ship- 
ping conferences, stock exchanges, and professional 
associations—now seem to operate in a congenial cost- 
plus environment. This is simply because government 
once decided they need not or cannot compete. They are 


allowed to fix prices and divide markets under the reg- 
ulatory cloak, free from antitrust enforcement. 

An essential element of regulatory reform legislation 
I have already sent or will send to the Congress will elim- 
inate most of these-anticompetitive practices. The remain- 
der of these practices, now immunized from antitrust laws, 
are undergoing intensive review in the executive branch 
of the Government. 

In short, this Administration will look at the whole 
range of Government-sanctioned monopoly—from the 
small franchises protected by Federal regulations which 
rule out competition, all the way to Government-endorsed 
cartels involving entire industries. 

We must recognize this: Over the years, government 
has done as much to create and perpetuate monopoly 
as it has done to control or eliminate it. As a result, this 
Nation has become accustomed to certain forms of mo- 
noply. Some are regarded as beneficial, some not. 

If an industry combines to raise prices, it violates our 
antitrust laws. But no laws are violated if an industry can 
get the Federal Government to build trade barriers, to 
increase support prices for the goods or services that it 
produces, or to police against potential competitors or 
price cutters. It is sad but true: Too often, the Govern- 
ment walks with the industry along the road to monopoly. 

The end result of such special treatment provides spe- 
cial benefits for a few but powerful groups in the economy 
at the expense of the taxpayer and the consumer. 

Let me emphasize: This is not and never will be an 
Administration of special interests. This is an Adminis- 
tration of public interest and always will be just that. 
Therefore; we will not permit the continuation of mo- 
nopoly privilege which is not in the public interest. It is 
my job and your job to open the American marketplace 
to all comers. 

Ultimately, the vital reforms will be viewed—as they 
should be—as a “pocketbook” issue. Government regu- 
lation and restrictions now cost consumers billions and 
billions of dollars each year. We must be concerned about 
the cost of monopoly however it is imposed and for what 
reasons. 

We must be sure that regulatory reform and antitrust 
actions go hand-in-hand with. incentives to spark capital 
investment to create new jobs and new competition. This 
is what I firmly believe is needed to revive the American 
economic dream. 


Before I close, let me share one thought with you. It 
concerns a subject that affects the lives and the pocket- 
books of every American—the runaway growth of the 
Federal Government itself. 

One of the goals I have set for myself as President is 
to cut big government down to size—and we can do it 
this way—to make it more manageable, more respon- 
sive, more efficient, and less costly. And I want to put 
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an end to the mountain of paperwork and the quicksand 
of regulation which big government makes every business- 
man cope with. 

Do. you have any idea how many different Federal 
forms Washington sends out and asks you to fill out? 
Would you believe it is over 5,000? Five thousand Fed- 
eral forms to keep Washington at work and businessmen 
from their work! 

Believe me—and obviously you agree—this is not the 
way this great Nation was built over a 200-year span. 
I can vividly recall how my father started a small family 
paint. factory back in, of all years, 1929. In those dire 
economic circumstances, everybody pitched in. My spe- 
cialty—and it didn’t-require much skill—was mixing the 
paint and labeling cans. But my father was always out 
there selling the merchandise and doing what makes sense 
for the business, not what makes sense for the bureaucrats. 

The Ford paint and varnish company survived the 
Depression. And I have often wondered if it would have 
if my father had had to fill out all of today’s forms and 
applications and those thousands and thousands of ques- 
tionnaires and, at the same time, cope with the patchwork 
of rules and regulations which face today’s businessmen. 


My objective is to get the Federal Government as far 
out of your business, out of your lives, out of your pocket- 
books, and out of your hair as I possibly can. 

To this end, within 3 weeks after I came into the Of- 
fice of the Presidency last August, I directed the heads of 
all Federal Government departments and agencies to re- 
duce the personnel for whom they had requested funds 
for the remainder of the fiscal year by 40,000. Actually, 
I can report to you today that their performance exceeded 
my directive. We ended fiscal year 1975 on June 30 of 
this year with a reduction or a cutback of 52,000 Federal 
employees under the planned levels of a year ago. 

As for those 5,000 Government forms, I can tell you 
this: Several months ago, I directed Jim Lynn, the Di- 
rector of the Office of Management and Budget, to 
examine, to analyze, to evaluate, and then throw out as 
many of these time-wasters as he possibly can. And I am 
going to personally monitor it. To put it very simply, I 
want to see the American businessman pushing merchan- 
dise—not pencils! 

You don’t need a lot of bureaucrats looking over your 
shoulder and telling you how to run your life or how to 
run your business. We are a people who declared our inde- 
pendence 200 years ago, and we are not about to lose it 
now to paper shufflers and computers. 

Let’s take the shackles off American businessmen. 
That’s the only kind of hardware I don’t approve of. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. in the Arie Crown Theatre 


at McCormick Place, after being introduced by Robert C. Hudson, 
Jr., president of the American Hardware Manufacturers Association. 


White House Conference on 
Domestic and Economic Affairs 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Participants in the Conference in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. August 25, 1975 


Tue Present. Thank you very, very much, Bill, Mr. 
Watson, Mr. Schmitt, the heads of other organizations 
that have cooperated so wonderfully in setting up this 
White House Conference, Congressman Bob Kasten, ditt» 
tinguished members of my Administration, and ladies 
and gentlemen: 

I have been a part of the Federal Government now for 
some 26 years, and it saddens me to see the ever-widening 
communication gap between Washington and our fellow 
Americans. 

I believe the despair among many, many Americans 
is over the difficulty that they have in making their wishes 
best known to the people that they communicate to in 
Washington. And this difficulty, I think, can best be 
summed up on the envelope of a letter I recently received. 
It was plaintively addressed to President Gerald Ford or 
Vice President Nelson Rockefeller or Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger or just plain anybody who will listen. 
[Laughter] 

Well, as you have seen during today, I, along with other 
key members of the Cabinet and the staff, have come 
here to listen. We have kept the speeches to a minimum 
and hopefully our responsiveness to a maximum. 

With the reputation you in Wisconsin have for hard 
work and keen technical know-how, I look forward to your 
questions, your concerns, your ideas about the future of 
our country. But first let me very briefly touch on some 
of the basic directions I believe our Nation can and 
should take in the months and years ahead. 

Obviously, the economy is one of our principal con- 
cerns. Gradually, step by step, the American free enter- 
prise economy has created over the years a better life for 
more people than any other system in the world. Yet, in 
the past year, we have seen it pass through some very 
difficult times. Recession on the one hand, inflation on the 
other, have strained the economic security of millions and 
millions of Americans. 

Some of the causes of our economic difficulties were 
beyond our control. International developments prompted 
the skyrocketing oil prices. Others were the result of 
Government activity, such as inflationary spending at the 
Federal level. 

But on the basis of the latest figures, the darkest days 
of the recession are behind us. The American economy 
is starting a sustained recovery that we all desire. 

We are not out of the woods yet. However, as far as the 
recession is concerned, I think a lot of progress has been 
made. 
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Unemployment is far, far too high and must be brought 
down. We must get our factories producing at maximum 
capacity again, and while we continue fighting the reces- 
sion, we must also fight just as hard against rising inflation. 

The July increase in the consumer price index was a 
clear warning that we must not relax for one moment in 
the battle against inflation, and we will not. 

Today, you have already heard from some of the key 
people, some of the real experts in my Administration on 
energy, inflation, unemployment, and new incentives for 
the working people and employers. I hope we can go 
further into these, into other areas in the questions that 
I think some of you have saved up. 

Thank you very much, and the first question. 


QUESTIONS 
REGULATORY REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Ed Watson, representing 
the Association of Commerce. Businessmen are having 
extreme difficulty operating private business’ under a 
burgeoning Federal bureaucracy with its overabundance 
of programs, regulations, laws, and edicts, and the increas- 
ing mountains of governmental report forms they require. 
I would like to ask, Mr. President, what progress is being 
made in your announced effort to turn the tide and ease 
the bureaucratic burden on business? 

Tue Preswent. First, when I took office, I took a 
look at the total Federal civilian employment. Working 
with the Director of OMB, we decided that we could cut 
back 40,000 on the total number of Federal employees, 
the planned number for the next fiscal year. 

I am glad to report to you that we ended up the fiscal 
year June 30 this year with a reduction of 52,000 less 
Federal employees than was planned a year earlier. 

A few weeks ago, I was in the process of preparing a 
speech, and I asked how many questionnaires, how many 
forms have to be filled out by the American people when 
you put them all together from all agencies. 

And I found, to my utter amazement, that there were 
some 5,200, as I recall. I couldn’t believe it. I have told 
Jim Lynn—where is Jim, is he here—[laughter}—that he 
better find a way to cut it down. And I am going to moni- 
tor it, and we are going to have less next year than we 
have had at the present time. 

Now, you are all familiar with our determined and, I 
think, constructive effort to get some—what we call—reg- 
ulatory reform, which means the many regulatory agen- 
cies in the Federal Government have to start lifting the 
onerous burden that they impose upon the American 
society. 

I can assure you, with the help of the Congress—and in 
this instance Congress and myself are:working together— 


so, if we achieve that, I think we will have answered most 
of the questions that you have indicated. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue PrEsIwenT. Yes, sir. 


Tue Darmy INpuUSTRY 


Q. Mr. President, Donald Haldeman, president of the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation and also a dairy 
farmer from Western Wisconsin. I have a two-part ques- 
tion that dairy farmers and farmers in general are passing 
to me, as I further state, and I would like to pass these 
two on to you at this time. Will the Government import 
subsidized dairy products in the quantity which will affect 
our market price? And the second part is, will our Gov- 
ernment give us access to world markets free of any form 
of embargoes or unusual transportation problems? 

THE PresmeEnT. We had quite a struggle a few months 
ago when some of the Western European countries wanted 
to send in a number of their cheese products to the 
United States at more or less a subsidized price. 

Through negotiations between our representatives in 
the United States and those in the European economic 
group, we were able to convince them that they should 
eliminate that program. And I am glad to report that Earl 
Butz had a significant part in protecting the farmers’ 
interests in that instance. I can assure you in the negotia- 
tions that are underway now under former Secretary of 
Commerce—now our Special Trade Representative— 
Fred Dent, that in those negotiations, predicated on the 
new trade legislation, that we will protect the interests of 
farmers in making certain that their markets are open in 
foreign countries for the fine products that we produce. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. For the benefit of the audience, I have cleared this 
question with Fran Ferguson. [Laughter] 

Mr. President, I am John Schmitt, president of the 
State AFL-CIO. Last August there were 4.8 million un- 
employed and a consumer price index inflation rate of 
9 percent. Today, a year later, there are 8.2 million un- 
employed and an inflation rate of 12.7 percent. We of the 
AFL-CIO continue to oppose your economic policies 
which brought this about, because we believe stimulating 
production rather than restricting production—restricting 
production is the best way to fight both unemployment 
and inflation. Do you still believe we are wrong? 

Tue Present. Well, I have some differences with the 
programs of my good friend George Meany and others 
associated with him. 

When I took office, the inflation rate was closer to 12 
percent, and the unemployment was about 5, 51/2 percent, 
as I recollect. Shortly thereafter, however, unemployment 
escalated very rapidly, and.the unemployment rate today. 
is far higher than I want.it to be. 
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We have made some slight progress in the last several 
months. For example, since March of this year, although 
unemployment has remained too high, we now have 1,200 
thousand more people gainfully employed than we had 
in March of this year. 

The inflation rate today, for the last 6 months, averages 
between 6 and 7 percent. So, we have made some, in that 
instance, substantial progress compared to a year ago. In 
both cases, the results are not entirely satisfactory. 

Now, in the area of unemployment, we have a number 
of programs. We have extended the unemployment com- 

. pensation period from 26 weeks to 65 weeks. We have 
broadened the eligibility so that people who didn’t qualify 
under individual State programs are now qualified under a 
Federal program. 

We are seeking through, I think, responsible efforts to 
increase the Federal highway program. Bill Coleman over 
here is expediting some of the mass transportation pro- 
grams to get meaningful jobs in that area. 

Other departments are taking affirmative action to in- 
crease employment in meaningful ways without busting 
the Federal budget. 

It is my judgment that if we keep a steady, firm hand on 
the tiller, as I think we are, with good programs that 
mean meaningful jobs, we will not only lick the unem- 
ployment problem, lowering the unemployment rate and 
increasing the number of people gainfully employed, at 
the same time not letting inflation get out of hand, because 
if we do, as was done in 1973 and 1974, we could end up, 
Mr. Schmitt, with a very serious—far more serious eco- 
nomic problem a year or 18 months from now. 

I welcome your suggestions. I will differ with you on 
occasion. But the main problem we have is to work 
together—the Congress, the President, and organizations 
such as you represent. 

Q. Thank you. 

THE Preswent. Thank you. 


DETENTE 


Q. Mr. President, my name is John Murry, and I am 
representing the Milwaukee Society of the Polish National 
Alliance. And for the benefit of Mr. Schmitt, he took my 
question. But I do have an alternate one. Regarding 
détente—and I was assured that you would be willing to 
discuss it for a minute or two—in our relations with other 
countries who do not agree with our philosophies, Mr. 
President, are we relaxing too much, are we bending too 
much, are we stretching ourselves out too much with the 
result, Mr. President, we may become a follower rather 
than a leader in the world? 


Tue Presment. Mr. Murry, let me say this very 
emphatically, by negotiating with the Soviet Union, 
whether it is on strategic arms limitation, whether it is in 
mutual balanced force reductions of military personnel 
on both sides in Western and Eastern Europe, or whether 


it is over any other questions, this Administration is going 
to be firm and it is not going to be overwhelmed by any 
negotiating techniques or programs of the opposition. 

Détente is a two-way street. If we are able to get a 
strategic arms limitation agreement, SALT II, it will 
mean that we will have put a cap on the strategic arms 
race, which is in the best interests of both the Soviet Union 
and ourselves. But at the same time, we must be able to 
verify their adherence to it, and they must have a similar 
capability as to our compliance. 

What I am really saying is that in SALT we have a 
unique opportunity to do benefit to all mankind. But let 
me add a postscript. If we do not get a SALT II agree- 
ment, it means that there will be an unlimited nuclear 
arms race between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

And what does that mean? One, more destructive 
power. It also means an added $2 billion to $3 billion a 
year to the national defense budget for the United States. 

I prefer an honest negotiation between the Soviet 
Union and ourselves where both countries and all man- 
kind will be the beneficiaries. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


CaPITAL FoRMATION AND JoB CREATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am Charles Parker representing 
the Wisconsin State Chamber of Commerce. All day today 
we have been talking about the need for jobs. My ques- 
tion, Mr. President: Is there any chance of legislation that 
would enable better capital formation so that industry can 
grow in such a way as to provide an increasing number of 
jobs? 

THe Preswent. Mr. Parker, I made a speech this 
morning that in more detail will answer the precise ques- 
tion you have asked. But I said at that time that we need 
more investment by the American people for job creation, 
for greater productivity in our overall economy. 

I don’t like the term “capital formation.” I would 
rather have the American people invest in American in- 
dustry to provide jobs. And about a month ago, Secretary 
of Treasury Bill Simon testified before the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means on a proposal which we think 
is one way to do it. 


Now, there was some criticism. But it is my feeling that 
if the Congress doesn’t like our proposal to provide invest- 
ment for more jobs, then the Congress has an obligation 
to come up with its own answer. We cannot afford, if we 
are to take care of the 10 million more jobs that are needed 
by 1980, we must have more investment in America, and 
our tax laws have to provide some help in that regard. 

We have made a recommendation. If Congress doesn’t 
like that proposal, let them come up with another. I just 
hope they do better than they have done in the energy 
program. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
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Jos OpporTuNITIES 


Q. Mr. President, I am John W. Maxwell, Jr., presi- 
dent of the board of directors of the Milwaukee Urban 
League. My concerns are similar to those that have been 
expressed earlier. Since World War II, there have been 
five recessions and/or depressions. Among minorities, 
before there was the opportunity for recovery, there was 
another situation of decreased economic opportunities. 
Blacks, native Americans, and other minorities have been 
biting the bullet to the point of lead poisoning. 

My question: How long will this Nation, the richest 
nation in the world, accept our present unemployment 
situation, particularly among the 18-to-25-year-olds, the 
Vietnam veterans, and the people of the central cities? 

THE PresiwenT. Let me, at the outset, say that I rec- 
ommended to the Congress—and Congress did pass—an 
appropriation for the amount of about $450 million for 
what we call a summer youth employment program. I was 
in Chicago yesterday, and I was told by the mayor of that 
city that that program worked extremely well this past 
summer. And if it worked well there, I hope it has worked 
well in Milwaukee and other major metropolitan areas. 

We have for the last several years had a program 
designed primarily to help the Vietnamese (Vietnam) 
veterans working through the VA and through other 
governmental organizations. It is tough, but through the 
combined efforts of a number of departments, we have 
made substantial progress. 

I am not satisfied, but between the educational oppor- 
tunities under the GI bill and the other efforts that have 
been made, the GI from the Vietnam war is, I think, 
doing as well as we possibly can, looking at the overall 
economic circumstances we face. 

Now, let me assure you from the point of view of a 
person that grew up during the Depression, went to school, 
worked, I have great personal understanding for those 
who are out of work for reasons beyond their own control. 

The programs that we have tried to implement—the 
unemployment compensation program that I mentioned 
to Mr. Schmitt, where we have extended the coverage and 
lengthened the period, plus the programs that we have 
instituted to stimulate the economy; the housing program, 
where we have invested roughly $12 billion, as I recollect, 
under the tandem plan is beginning to have an impact 
in the construction business, not as much as we would like. 


But as you look at the spectrum of programs that I have 
approved, working with the Congress, I am optimistic, 
not only for the overall improvement but for the specific 
improvement of job opportunities for young people, the 
minorities. And if we don’t go off the deep end with a 
lot of programs that cost a lot of money.that will increase 
inflation, I think in the months ahead you will be pleased 
with the results. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Foreicn Aw 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Shirley Crinion. I am 
representing the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin. 
The League believes that foreign aid giving should be 
primarily a response to humanitarianism rather than to 
further United States security goals. To what degree do 
you support the separation of military and developmental 
aid? 

Tue Preswent. I think in many instances they, of 
necessity, have to go hand in hand. In some cases, mili- 
tary sales, military grant aid is essential without any 
economic assistance. 

On other occasions, I believe that humanitarian aid 
through the PL 480 program, the vast amounts of money 
that we have made available in foodstuffs from the Amer- 
ican farmer—I think it is $25 billion, Earl, in the last 
10 or 15 years—in some instances humanitarian aid with 
food can stand on its own. 

In other cases, I think they have to be intertwined. They 
are mutually complementary. So, I think you have to take 
each case on its individual merits—some cases only mili- 
tary assistance, some cases humanitarian aid, some cases a 
combination. 

I don’t think you and I can write a prescription for the 
whole world, all the countries in the world that.the United 
States has helped. I think we have to look at each case 
on an individual basis. 


Minority BusINEss 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Edward Bolton. I am 
representing the Milwaukee Business Federation. We 
appreciate the problems facing minority business are sim- 
ilar in kind to those facing big business. However, we are 
acutely aware operationally that there is a significant and 
severe difference in degree. In management, the legacy 
of unequal and marginal opportunity has left us with 
limited skills and experience to face a business climate 
and tasks that require an above average capacity. 

Today’s economic conditions more acutely affect 
minority business than it does the general business sector. 
Still, we are the last to experience economic upturns and 
the first to feel the severely critical impact of shortages. 

In regulatory areas, we have retained several specialists 
to complete the paperwork who also get theirs off the top 
and most of the time it seems the rest goes to the IRS. 

We are somewhat aware, Mr. President, of the existence 
of Federal aid and support programs for minority busi- 
ness, but as a rule in the past have not been involved in 
planning, policymaking, or program decisions. 

A quasi poll of our membership indicates that a ma- 
jority-of business persons are not familiar with the major 
Federal programs for*minority business, and of the one 
digit percentage that did respond _ positively, a majority 
indicated inadequate results. 
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My question, Mr. President, is: What is your Admin- 
istration planning to do to stabilize and develop minority 
business and to mend this communication gap between 
the Federal Administration and the actual minority busi- 
ness community? 

Tue Preswent. The minority business effort is in 
the Department of Commerce, as I recollect. My 
impression is that it has done a good job under difficult cir- 
cumstances. Rog Morton—I will consult with him tomor- 
row to see why it isn’t doing better. [Laughter] So, I can 
assure you that we recognize it is a tough area to take 
people who are not necessarily trained in business man- 
agement, to give them an opportunity to undertake an 
enterprise on their own. We have to help them with 
money, with business management techniques, sales, 
et cetera. 


I have had some experience when I was representing 
the district over in Michigan, and I saw some sad exam- 
ples of people who were gotten into business and not care- 
fully guided, as they had to meet the payroll, the tax 
burdens, et cetera. If we are not doing a good job there, we 
will do our utmost to improve it. 

Now, the SBA has a program which is aimed at trying 
to help with financial assistance. I am sure it doesn’t 
satisfy everybody, but it is under the management of a 
good man in Tom Kleppe, and working with Secretary 
Morton, where there are deficiencies, I can assure you 
we will try to help in Milwaukee and elsewhere. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


STRIKES BY PuBLIC EMPLOYEES 


Q. Mr. President, Robert Ross representing the Wis- 
consin Newspaper Association. Two short questions. One, 
what is the President’s attitude toward striking public 
employees, especially in the areas of vital public services 
as law enforcement, fire protection, and sanitation? And 
number two, does your Administration propose to take 
any action to prevent or modify strikes in the future? 


Tue Presment. If my recollection is accurate, when 
we made the Post Office Department the Postal Service, 
the Congress wrote into that basic legislation a pro- 
cedure, if there were differences between management 
and labor that they couldn’t resolve at the bargaining 
table, they had a procedure for negotiation with the ap- 
pointment of, as I recollect, two arbitrators, and they 
picked the third. And they are, under that law, precluded 
from striking. That is what the Federal Government has 
done, and I agree with that approach. 

It is my general view that the employees working for 
any unit of government that involves public health, pub- 
lic safety, must have an agreement where there should not 
be a strike, there ought to be a method of negotiation lead- 
ing to arbitration such as we have in the Postal Service 


legislation. 


Now, there are alternative ways in which it can be 
done. One that I think has great appeal is that if the 
police or the firemen have a dispute with the city or 
county officials, that both sides could make their best 
offer—management its best offer, labor its best offer— 
and have a group of three as arbitrators, not to narrow 
the differences, but to pick which of the two offers by 
labor or management is the one in the public interest. 

That has been tried in one or more industries that I am 
familiar with. I think it has considerable merit. And, 
therefore, if we move down the road in that direction, that 
approach seems to me to be a preferable one. 

I think in the case of the Postal Service, the negotiation 
has not required the utilization of the arbitration proce- 
dures. I would hope that in those areas where the Federal 
Government has no jurisdiction, such as local units of 
government or even States, that either at the State level 
or at the local level, they will take a look at what the 
Postal Service has done or the suggestion that I have 
made. I think it is the way to settle it and protect the 
public interest. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNDING 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Father John Raynor, 
president of Marquette University here in Milwaukee. 
Recent events have substantiated comments that you 
made at the 1974 commencement at the Ohio University 
when you said, “Our goal of quality education is on a 
collision course with the escalating demands for the public 
dollar.” 

Your recent veto of the education bill was accompanied 
by a statement that you supported educational funding 
but that national economic and budget conditions pre- 
cluded your acceptance of the size of the appropriations 
being recommended by Congress. 

My question is: In light of your directives to Federal 
agencies to solve the problem between educational needs 
and adequate funding—this question is two-fold—has 
your Administration examined new funding policies that 
would it be possible? Secondly, is it likely that the Federal 
Government once again will study broader entitlement 
programs such as voucher systems in an attempt to expand 
equality of access to education at all levels? 

THe Preswent. Let me say, Father Raynor, that if 
I recall precisely the budget that I submitted for educa- 
tion, primary as well as secondary, and higher education 
for fiscal 1976, it was a higher figure overall, in each case 
above the corresponding figure for the preceding year, is 
that correct? I am almost certain that is correct. 

Now, that may not be enough in the minds of the 
prospective beneficiaries, but I think it does show a recog- 
nition that we know you have had higher costs, at either 
the higher education level or the primary and secondary 
level. 
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Now, the Congress—and I know how they operate, I 
was there for a few years—(laughter|—they have been 
under pressure to increase beyond what-I ‘proposed. It 
seems to me that what they have appropriated is far more 
than can be justified under our Federal budgetary re- 
straints we have at the present time. 

I might add, in a postscript way, our experience on 
vetoes in the past, this past few months, has been that the 
Congress sends down a piece of legislation that in dollars 
is either too much or in other ways does not coincide with 
some views we have. By vetoing it and getting those vetoes 
sustained, it means that the Congress has another.opportu- 
nity to look at whether they did the right thing or the 
wrong thing when they sent the bill down in the first place. 

The veto is a constitutional authority given to a Presi- 
dent. It is not a negative, it is an affirmative authority. In 
every instance where there has been a veto sustained, we 
‘have had further negotiation with the Congress, and the 
net result has been a reasonable compromise. And I think 
we can do the same thing in the field of education. 

Now, on the latter question, I am a firm believer that 
the public educational system educates children better if 
they have competition from nonpublic schools, whether 
they are Catholic, whether they are Lutheran, whether 
they are Jewish, whether they are Christian Reform in 
the Dutch background that I had over in Michigan. Com- 
petition in education makes better education for all 
children. 

Now, unfortunately, under the Constitution as recently 
interpreted by the Supreme. Court, some of the plans, 
like the one in Minnesota or the one in Pennsylvania, were 
thrown out. 

I hope we can find in a constitutional way a proper 
and legal way to help those nonpublic schools so that they 
can compete adequately and effectively with the public 
school system, because the public school system is better 
off when they have somebody challenging them to see 
which system can best educate the American children. 


Tue Trucxkinc INDUSTRY 


Q. Mr. President, I am Jim Jesinski, representing Wis- 
consin Teamsters Joint Council No. 39. This morning 
Secretary Butz, in his presentation, alluded to one of 
the problems facing the trucking industry, namely, 
deregulation. 

If you are successful in making changes that will in- 
crease competition, then, in theory at least, the public 
would benefit from reduced rates with the industry realiz- 
ing reduced profits. Considering that this is an industry 
of high capital investment, our concern is: What steps will 
you take to ensure that the profit structure will be suffi- 
cient to continue to encourage investment in this industry? 

Tue Preswent. I looked over and tentatively ap- 
proved a working paper that will provide for some 
changes in the ICC’s control and jurisdiction over the 


trucking industry. When I get back to Washington, I in- 
tend to have some further meetings with people in my 
Administration. And prior to the submission of any pro- 
posals to the Congress, I intend to meet with representa- 
tives of the trucking industry and representatives of the 
Teamsters organization. 


I am convinced that we can stimulate competition in 
the trucking industry without ruining the capability of 
that industry to survive and compete in the transportation 
area overall. 


It will probably be another two or three weeks before 
we finalize our recommendation, but it will be done only 
after we have had consultation with not only manage- 
ment on the one side but labor on the other. I believe there 
are some areas, big areas, where competition can be im- 
proved, but I don’t want to prejudge it until I have had 
those consultations. 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
\ 


Day Care CENTERS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Lois Quinn representing the 
Wisconsin Women’s Political Caucus. We are extremely 
concerned about the availability of child care for 
mothers—for the children of mothers who work, often be- 
cause they are the single head of the household or because 
two family incomes are required to meet daily expenses. 


There are presently about 900,000 spaces in licensed 
day care centers for children to serve more than 6 million 
preschool children whose mothers are in the work force. 
The Mondale-Brademas bill presently in Congress would 
provide services for these children. Will you sign this bill 
when passed by the Congress, and, if not, what alterna- 
tives do you propose for families needing child care for 
their children? 

Tue Presivent. I presume the bill that you refer to 
is similar to the one that was very ardently proposed by 
an old friend of mine, Ogden Reid. And if that is the same 
bill, in all honesty, the cost is so unbelievable it just cannot 
be included in a budget in the atmosphere in which we are 
living. 

Now, as you have indicated, under legislation passed 
about 6 or 7 years ago, we do provide for day care cen- 
ters up to around 800,000 working mothers. This is a 
program tailored specifically to the working mother who 
goes out, gets a job, provides for the income, and her 
children are taken care of in these day care centers. 

What I am fearful of in the Reid-Brademas-Mondale 
bill, if they are the same, and I suspect they are, you will 
find that in many, many cases—at least under the Ogden 
Reid bill—it was not just for working mothers. It pro- 
vided day care help and assistance for a good many people 
who could afford to pay for day care center care for their 
own. And I do not think Uncle Sam ought to pay or sub- 
sidize that kind of a situation. 
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- Necotiations Wir Foreign GoveERNMENTS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Robert Brown, and I am 
here as president of the Inland Daily Press Association, 
which represents 500 daily newspapers located in the 
Midwestern part of the country. First of all, I want to 
congratulate you and Mr. Baroody on this splendid con- 
ference. Anything which improves communications be- 
tween your Administration and the people is bound to 
have beneficial results. 

However, to give you one-example, as recently as this 
month, we have noted that your Administration has kept 
from the public an important study—negative study about 
international atomic safeguards. Today Secretary 
Kissinger is engaged in delicate negotiations in the Mid- 
east which will involve certain commitments on the part 
of the United States. These commitments and, in fact, 
others made elsewhere in the world can have profound 
implications on our citizens. My question is, Mr. Presi- 
dent: Will you, as President of the United States, assure 
us that any commitments made here or elsewhere in our 
negotiations with foreign governments be reported truth- 
fully and in full detail to our citizens? 

Tue PRESIDENT. Let me assure you any participation 
that the United States has in the negotiations between 
Israel on the one hand and Egypt on the other, any in- 
volvement that we have or any prospective involvement 
will be submitted to the Congress, whether it is dollars or 
otherwise, because the Congress in this case, under this 
Administration, is either going to be a partner in it or they 
are going to reject it. 

We are not going to have any indecisiveness as to 
whether the Congress approves or disapproves. They are 
going to be a partner in it, and they will have to vote 
yes or no. This is the only way I think we can make sure 
that both the executive and the legislative branches of the 
Government work together and are on the same team. 

Now, I am not going to prejudge what those terms are, 
because they are very delicate negotiations at the present 
time in the Middle East. But whatever is agreed to by 
them, the Egyptians or the Israelis, where we have any 
involvement, will be sent to the Congress. They will have 
to vote yes or no as to whether they support them. This is 
the only way to do it. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Tue Country’s Moop 


Q. Mr. President, I am Robert Foote, representing the 
Greater Milwaukee Committee, and we appreciate the 
efforts that you and your Administration are making to 
turn this country back to the people. After a few of these 
White House Conferences across the country how do you 
now judge the mood of the people? Are we ready to go 
to work solving our own problems, or do you think we are 


going to continue to ask for more help from big brother, 
more and bigger Government? 

Tue Presivent. I think there is a greater recognition 
today than at any time since I have been in the political 
arena—which goes back to 1949—that the Federal Gov- 
ernment is not the answer to all the problems that beset 
individual Americans, States, or local units of government. 

The conclusion has finally been reached, after the mul- 
titude of programs that were approved by the Congress 
in the 1960’s, that all of those programs put together just 
have not solved our domestic, social, economic problems 
in this country. 

I guess Jim Lynn pointed out this morning we have 
over a thousand categorical grant programs. And as you 
look at the cost and the number of employees involved, 
they just don’t balance out in many, many cases as the 
answer to the problems here at home in Milwaukee or 
Grand Rapids or elsewhere. 

It is my judgment that we have turned a corner, and 
I am going to be out as much as I can, indicating that 
we at the Federal Government level have to help the 
States and the local units of government with money and 
less categorical grant programs, because I happen to 
believe that the mayors and the Governors and the State 
legislatures have a far better understanding of the local 
problem and can, with the help of the Federal Govern- 
ment in money, solve some of these problems better than 
by dictation from Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Baroopy. Mr. President, unfortunately we have 
time for just one more question. 

Tue Preswent. Can I add and make three? 

Mr. Baroopy. Yes, sir. It is your option. [Laughter] 

Tue Present. We might even go a few more. 


Tue Mippie East 


Q. Mr. President, I am Frank Kessler. I represent the 
German-American Societies of Milwaukee. I wish I had 
been question number 13 because Mr. Brown took the 
punch out of my question. 

Now, we all know that the United States has a consid- 
erable armed force spread all over Europe. Their purpose, 
of course, is to support our European allies in keeping the 
Russians from taking a foothold in Western Europe. 

Now, newspaper reports say that Secretary of State 
Kissinger has made quite a few commitments to Israel, 
and I have two questions. 

Now, you can say yes or no—[laughter|—and if for 
reasons 

Tue Present. Can I say maybe? [Laughter] 

Q. If for reasons of security, you won’t answer ques- 
tion number one, I will accept that. [Laughter] 

Question number one is: In addition to financial help, 
do we have to send in the Marines? 
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Tue Present. Well, I believe, sir, that it would be 
inappropriate for me to comment publicly on any of the 
most delicate negotiations that are going on at the present 
time. 

Q. Okay. Question number two is—[laughter]—in 
case it is necessary for us to supply help to the State of 
Israel, in case of open Soviet support of an attack by the 
Arab States, can we count on the assistance of the armed 
forces of our European allies or do we have to go it alone? 

THe Preswent. Number one—[/laughter]—one of the 
reasons why the United States, through Secretary 
Kissinger and myself, is working so hard to try and get 
Israel and Egypt to negotiate a further settlement of their 
differences in the Middle East is to avoid a confrontation 
between the Arab States and Israel. 

I concede if we had a resumption of the 1973 Middle 
East war, it is hard to forecast or predict what might take 
place. As you know, in 1973, the Yom Kippur war, no 
European state became involved. As a matter of fact, if 
my memory is accurate, most of the Western European 
countries sided with the Arab nations and against Israel. 

You will also recall at the height of that war there was 
a considerable amount of information to the effect that 
the Soviet Union was beginning an alert which could con- 
ceivably have involved the sending of Soviet troops into 
the Middle East. We, of course, at that time, took some 
action on our part to alert our forces and warned all 
nations that we would not tolerate outside assistance. 

I get back to my original comment. One of the reasons 
we are working so hard to work with Egypt and Israel is 
to avoid a repetition of the Yom Kippur war of 1973. I 
think we are going to be successful. I am optimistic, 
although there are the hardest .points yet for resolution 
between them. 

But it is in our interest, it is in Western Europe’s inter- 
est, it is in the interest of the Soviet Union not to have 
that volatile area again erupt into what would be the 
sixth war in the last 25 or 30 years. 

That is why we are making every possible effort, rea- 
sonably, responsibly, to avoid it. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


AVAILABILITY AND Costs oF ENERGY 


Q. Mr. President, I am glad that you overruled Bill 
Baroody, otherwise I would have gotten cut out. My name 
is Glenn Anderson, and I represent the Wisconsin Federa- 
tion of Cooperatives, which is a voluntary organization 
of some 325 cooperative corporations which has 350,000 
members living in every county of the State of Wiscon- 
sin. The members of this statewide organization are very 
concerned about the availability of energy and its costs. 
Cooperatives provide some 50 percent of the fuel and 
fertilizer for our State’s farmers. 

My question is divided really into three parts. One, if 
a comprehensive energy bill is not passed, what will be the 


cost and availability of fuel to farmers? Also, will natural 
gas be available to our dairy and food processing plants. 
And, lastly, will crude oil be supplied to our farmer- 
owned cooperative refineries? 

THe Present. Well, if the Congress doesn’t pass my 
energy program, which I submitted in a comprehensive 
way in January, or if they don’t come up with their own 
program, which they haven’t done thus far, our energy 
vulnerability becomes greater and greater to forces out- 
side of our control. 


I can’t understand why there should be the present 
stalemate. The Congress either ought to take what I pro- 
posed or come up with their own solution. But to sit there 
and do nothing is unforgivable. 

Now, the second question—or the third—as I recollect, 
was whether we, the Federal Government, would guar- 
antee to farmers crude oil or heating oil or gasoline or 
diesel oil. We will-do the best we can, but the Congress 
does have to give us some tools. And if we don’t have the 
tools, or if we don’t have the crude oil, there is nothing 
we can do about it. 

Now, on the second question involving natural gas, 
going back better than a year, I recommended the decon- 
trol of natural gas in the United States. Why? Because, 
unless we do, you are not going to have natural gas that 
is available in Texas and Louisiana and in Oklahoma, for 
example, crossing State lines to States like Wisconsin, 
Michigan, North Carolina, New Jersey, Virginia, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, et cetera. 

The people who own that commodity in those three 
States, or maybe a few others, are not going to sell that 
commodity at a price that they don’t believe is fair. And 
the net result is that the gas in those States will remain 
there, will not get to Wisconsin, or Michigan, or the other 
States, and the worst aspect of it is—and it is already hap- 
pening—those States are enticing Michigan industry—I 
know for sure—to move from Michigan to Texas where 
they can sell them the natural gas at any price they want 
to charge them. 

Now, I don’t think that is right, and I think the Con- 
gress is negligent in not deregulating natural gas so that 
it can continue to come to our State, to your State, and to 
the other States. I just hope there is a massive lobby to 
get the Congress to move. ; 

I saw some statistics the other day involving North 
Carolina and New Jersey. If we don’t get more natural 
gas moving through interstate pipelines from the source to 
those two States, the economic disaster in those States will 
be serious. 

And again, I don’t understand why Congress has not 
acted. You know, you can say the price might go up, but 
which is better, to have the gas for jobs, for homes, for 
factories, for schools at a price that you will have to pay, 
or not have it? It is just that cold and understandable. We 
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will do the best we can, but if you can lobby the Congress, 
I will appreciate your help. 


CoMMUNITY SERVICES 


Q. Mr. President, I am Marshal Loewi, representing 
United Community Services of Greater Milwaukee, Mil- 
waukee’s combined united fund and planning council. We 
would like to know if it would be possible to set up a direct 
working relationship between the policymaking Federal 
agency officials and the voluntary or private planning and 
service delivery agencies of major cities as Milwaukee— 
the purpose being to make the most of our collective dollar 
and leadership resources in responding to human needs? 

THE Preswent. I don’t know why those arrangements 
can’t be established. Primarily those services would come 
from HEW, I would believe. There is no reason, in my 
judgment, why that arrangement can’t be established, and 
we will make a note and get our new Secretary of HEW 
to try to move them. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 


StupENT LoAN PRroGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Bertram McNamara, president 
of the board of regents of the University of Wisconsin 
System. College-aged students are finding it increasingly 
difficult to finance their education. The so-called needs 
criteria used in Federal aid programs cuts off eligibility 


at about $9,000 in family income. Recent Census Bureau 
studies show that almost 70 percent of all American fam- 
ilies are thus ineligible. 

Furthermore, the Department of Labor’s modest family 
budget without higher education requires about $14,000 
annually. This means that the Federal aid programs dis- 
criminate against middle-income families, including both 
blue collar and white collar workers. Is your Administra- 
tion aware of this probem? If so, what program changes 
are contemplated? 

THE Present. It is my recollection—and I stand to 
be corrected if wrong—that we recommended in the three 
or four programs—the loan guarantee program, the basic 
opportunity grant program, and what is the other one— 
well, there is another one—a work study program—better 
than a billion dollars, as I recollect, has been made avail- 
able in this current fiscal year for student assistance. 

This is higher than it was last year in total. It seems 
to me that that is a lot of money to either grant or loan, 
and, if there has to be any correction in the figure—you 
quoted $9,000— it is my best recollection that there is a 
criteria established: by law and there has to be a change in 
the law. Is that correct? That is my understanding. So, 
if there is a change, we will have to work with the 
Congress. 

But let me add one thing. We have had these loan pro- 
grams to students in higher education for a number of 


years. It is awfully disappointing to see the very poor re- 
payment schedule of a lot of the students. I looked at the 
figures the other day, and you get some variation, but as 
I recall, it is somewhere between 25 and 10 percent— 
how you judge it. 

Now that is not a very good record for students who 
have borrowed from their country. And it better be better. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Orville Mertz. I am 
chairman of the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 
The question that I had dealt with the actions that you 
are taking selectively to deregulate business for the benefit 
of our total economy. You have really virtually answered 
that question to my satisfaction already, so let me just say 
our hearts are with you, Mr. President, you and your 
team, in the job that you are trying to do and are doing. 
Thank you. 

Tue PresipENT. That concludes the 19, but there is 
a gentleman back here who has been standing. I will be 
glad to answer his question. 


SHIPPING OF MILITARY CARGO ON THE GREAT LAKES 


Q. Mr. President, I want to thank you. My name is 
Mosby—William Mosby. I am president of the Long- 
shoremen’s Local 815, Milwaukee. I asked this morning 
Secretary Butz a question. I asked again Secretary Cole- 
man that question. I met him before in various places. I 
would like to ask you a question. I am sort of in the same 
position that you are [laughter] 

THE Present. I am glad somebody shares those 
problems. [Laughter] 

Q. I have a lot of people that I am the president of 
their organization and a lot of them are out of work, the 
same as you, the President of this wonderful United States 
of America, and a lot of us are out of work, our people. 

About 5 or 6 years ago, the military units came through 
and did a survey of the Great Lakes District as far as 
shipping military cargo. We have not heard why they 
did not ship military cargo through the Great Lakes. 

Is there anything that you can do about that and let us 
have some information on what can be done, because we 
do know that military cargo is being shipped through 
other ports, and I think that not only Milwaukee, but the 
ports on the Great Lakes, are equipped, efficient to handle 
this work. 

Tue Preswen‘. I must confess I am no expert on this 
precise problem. I appreciate your calling it to my 
attention. 

As one person who was a long fighter for the St. Law- 
rence Seaway, which permitted ocean shipping to come 
into the Great Lakes and shipping to go out, offhand, 
without any more information than I have, I don’t under- 
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stand why military hardware can’t be shipped from Great 
Lakes ports to wherever the destination is. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

Tue Preswent. And we will see what we can do 
about it. 

Thank you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom at 


the Pfister Hotel, after being introduced by William J. Baroody, Jr., 
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The President’s Interview With John McCullough of 
WTMJ-TV, Ron Scott of WISN-TV, and Carl 
Zimmerman of WITI-TV, Broadcast Live on Local 
Television. August 25,1975 


Tue Economy 


Mr. Scott. Mr. President, first of all, once again, welcome 
to Milwaukee for this, the seventh of the White House 
Conferences. I know the economy is on the minds of just 
about everybody in the country right now, and since we 
are a little bit in advance of your appearance this after- 
noon, could you give us any kind of a preview of the mes- 
sage of hope you will bring to the people? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let me say, Ron, that overall we have 
made very substantial headway in cutting inflation from 
last year’s rate of about 14 percent down to an annual 
rate today of between 6 and 7 percent. This is a lot of 
progress, and we are going to continue making progress, 
in my judgment, despite the last announcement which 
was a little disappointing, but I think that was for various 
reasons a unique report in the overall approach to solving 
the problem of inflation. 

In the area of unemployment, we, of course, are very 
much against any unemployment rate of about 8.5, 8.6— 
too much—but I think we have to be also fair to say that 
in the last 4 months the total number of people gainfully 
employed has gone up about 1,200 thousand. 

As long as we keep the number of employed going up, 
we are going to be able to gradually reduce the number 
of people unemployed. Now, as we look at the overall indi- 
cators—the gross national product, industrial purchases, 
housing starts, and other indicators—I am convinced that 
we have bottomed out and we are starting an uphill 
approach to a better economic system, a better economic 
environment and some encouraging news for all people. 

Q. I gather from your statements in Chicago earlier 
this morning you are not exactly pleased with the speed 
of that upward swing? 

Tue Preswenrt. As a matter of fact, it is reasonably 
on schedule—some disappointments, but, overall, I think 


we are moving ahead in a constructive way. It doesn’t 
mean, however, that we are satisfied with the current 
unemployment rate. And we are not satisfied with the 
increase in the cost of living. But if you look at the over- 
all, the kind of progress we have made in the last 12 
months, we are doing quite a bit better. I am sure with 
the policies we have, with the cooperation of the Congress, 
we are going to have a healthy economic situation on a 
growing basis in the months ahead. _ 

Q. We are working sort of a tightrope in our economy 
right now. 

Tue Presment. That’s right. 

Q. We can’t overheat the economy, of course. There 
is a Current tax cut on the books now which ends the end 
of this year. Do you see a further tax cut next year? 

Tue Preswent. That is a decision that I will have to 
make and the Congress will have to make. I think it is a 
little premature to make a final decision. If we need a 
further stimulant in the economy beginning on January 1, 
1976, then I would recommend that the current tax cut 
be extended for another year. On the other hand, if we 
have to keep some additional pressure on inflation, then 
the judgment most likely would be otherwise. 

So until we get several more months of readings from 
the economists and all of the technicians, I think it is 
premature to make any categorical commitment. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Mr. President, the opening remarks made at this 
morning’s conference whereby the AFL-CIO leader of 
the State, and he was very critical of your Administra- 
tion, particularly, for what he said—what he indicated 
was a Callous disregard for the unemployed, saying that 
there is a 35 percent unemployment rate among the skilled 
trades here. What would you say if you were speaking to 
an unemployed worker in Milwaukee today? 

Tue Present. I noticed the newspaper story where 
the gentleman was quite critical. I think he indicated that 
the rate of inflation when a Republican Administration 
took over was about 414 percent, where the unemploy- 
ment rate was about 5 percent, saying that when Repub- 
licans took over from the Democrats, conditions were 
good, unemployment was down, and inflation was less. 

I think it is fair to say that you ought to put those figures 
in perspective. In 1969, when a Republican Administra- 
tion took over from a Democratic Administration, we 
had 550,000 young men fighting in Korea [Vietnam], and 
we had a military force on active duty of over three million 
men. 


Today, of course, we have nobody fighting in Vietnam, 
and we have about 2,100,000 on active duty in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines. 

So, I think you have to put all of these factors in per- 
spective. I hope, with the policies that we are following, 
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we are going to get unemployment down, employment up, 
and the rate of inflation under control. 

I think it is a very unfair criticism to say that I have a 
callous disregard for the unemployed. This Administra- 
tion, during my 12 months, has recommended the exten- 
sion of unemployment compensation from 39 weeks to 
now 65 weeks. 

We have broadened the eligibility so more people are 
covered under unemployment compensation. I think this 
is an indication that I and the people that work with me 
are very concerned about the unemployed, but more 
importantly, the policies that we are advocating and urg- 
ing Congress to enact, in my opinion, would get our econ- 
omy moving again without any difficulties internationally. 

Q. This morning in Chicago you indicated that per- 
haps there should be a creation of many more jobs by 
1980. Will there be some legislation coming from the 
Administration to do that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, all of the technicians tell me that 
if we are to create more jobs, we have to get more money 
invested in business because business buys the equipment, 
provides the factory, and provides the wherewithal for the 
expansion of business throughout the United States. 

Secretary Simon recently appeared before the House 
Committee on Ways and Means and indicated that we 
favored new legislation for the creation of funds for job 
formation, job creation. That legislation is before the 
Congress. I hope they act affirmatively. 


Srrus Picketinc LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, one of the job bills or one of the bills 
that the construction industry here in the State of Wis- 
consin is vitally interested in is Senate bill 1479, which 
many of the contractors seem to feel would provide for an 
illegal secondary boycott. There have been some direct 
appeals, I know, to your office on 1479. Have you re- 
viewed the bill? Have you made any kind of decision as 
to whether you will veto that bill or let it go by? 

Tue Presment. About 3 months ago, Secretary of 
Labor Dunlop appeared before the House and Senate 
Committees on Education and Welfare, and he testified 
that if the original so-called situs picketing bill were modi- 
fied with three amendments—at least two amendments— 
it would be acceptable. 

One of those amendments would provide that before 
you could have on-site picketing, it would require a 10-day 
cooling off period. 

The second provision that would be mandatory as a 
part of the bill would be that no local could go on strike 
under those conditions without having gotten prior ap- 
proval from the international. 

Now, in my opinion, those two added amendments 
would make that bill acceptable, plus one other factor: 
There is also a bill that the Secretary of Labor is working 
on, with both management and labor, which in effect pro- 


vides that there shall be greater responsibility for both 
labor and management on strikes and lockouts. 

If that second bill comes to the White House with the 
original bill, plus those two amendments, then I think we 
have put together, working with management and labor 
and the Congress, an acceptable solution to this long- 
standing conflict. 


CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, I have sort of a philosophical ques- 
tion here, I guess you’d say. We hear from a lot of people 
at a television station, the three of us do, and we seem to 
feel that the people seem to feel that government is getting 
so big and impersonal and unresponsive, there is a frus- 
tration there, even a hopelessness. How can we come out 
of this? How can we bring people closer to their Govern- 
ment? : 

THE Present. I recognize the feeling that you de- 
tect here in Milwaukee, and I find it in my travels around 
the country. The public feels they have to fill out too many 
forms, answer too many questionnaires, they are bedeviled 
by too many Government inspectors, et cetera, and I 
suspect that is true. 

What I think we have to do is to reduce the number 
of forms that people in business and otherwise have to fill 
out. It is hard to believe, but there are about 5,200 forms 
that are sent out by various Government agencies. I think 
that is too many. It takes more time than the effort is 
worth. I believe that some Federal employees are too of- 
ficious, too demanding. I think that attitude has to change. 

In addition, I personally believe there are too many 
Federal employees, and I am glad to report that the 
request I made to the Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget that we had to cut down on the number 
of employees resulted in a cutback of 52,000 from the 
planned level. So, we now have 52,000 less Federal em- 
ployees than was planned a year ago. 

In these ways, I think we can restore or rebuild confi- 
dence, at least in the Federal Government, and I honestly 
feel that State and local units of government have to 
adopt the same attitude. 


RELATIONS WITH THE CONGRESS 


Q. I think one thing that worries them, too, is they see 
a Democratic Congress, a Republican Administration, 
and on our major issues, we have stalemates now. Do you 
see any way out of this? 

Tue Present. I wish I could give you a pat answer. 
Unfortunately, in some areas there is good cooperation, 
but in other areas we have a stalemate. 

In the energy program, there is a head-to-head stale- 
mate. I have a program to solve our energy program. It 
has been on the desk of the Congress for 8 months now, 
but no action. 
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I said, if you don’t buy my program, if you won’t enact 
what I have recommended, come up with something else. 
At least, have a program as an alternative. 

Regrettably, they have not either approved mine and 
they have not come up with an alternative. Now that kind 
of a stalemate is intolerable. I tried to phase out the con- 
trol of old American oil by first a 30-month phaseout and 
then a 39-month phaseout in an effort to compromise, but 
the Congress rejected both offers. 

I honestly think we have got to find some way. Other- 
wise, if we don’t have an energy program to make us self- 
sufficient over the next 10 years, we become more and 
more vulnerable every day to the whims and fancies of 
foreign oil cartels, and that is not good for the security of 
the United States. 


THe Mippie EAst 


Q. Mr. President, Secretary Kissinger is in the Mideast 
and reportedly very close to working out an agreement 
in the Sinai between Israel and Egypt that may include the 
stationing of Americans between the two forces. Do you 
find that there may be some sort of a backlash if that were 
attempted from either Congress or the American people? 

Tue Presiwent. What I say in answer to that question, 
I don’t want to be construed as an affirmation that that 
is going to happen. There have been rumors in the news- 
papers, and I have heard it on radio and television, so 
what I say does not confirm or deny that as a possibility. 

There has been talk that there would be American 
civilians, very limited in number, who would operate tech- 
nical warning stations in a U.N. zone. As I say, that has 
not been decided. It has been rumored. 

If it does materialize, I think it is my responsibility, if 
I approve it and it does take place, to submit it to the 
Congress for the Congress to say yes or no. 

We aren’t going to have any more action by the 
President not joined by the Congress. They have to be a 
partner in this kind of an operation if it does materialize. 

When I say “a very limited number,” I am thinking 
maybe 100, 150, as I have read the papers, and they 
would all be civilians and they would be in a U.N. zone, 
not with the Israelis, not with the Egyptians. 

So if it happens, I would ask for the concurrence of 
the House and the Senate because it is a very important 
step, and then we will decide whether it is necessary, 
whether America wants to make that contribution to our 
security in the Middle East. 

Q. Yes, but they would be American citizens there, and 
were there a problem of kidnaping, as the Mayaguez 
incident, or something like that, American forces would 
have to go in to get them out. Is that a proper assumption? 

THe Present. Well, I really don’t want to get into 
those details. You can always conjure up some very serious 

situation. But until. we get down to the final signing, I 
think it is premature for me to make any assumption or 
conjecture concerning that situation developing. 
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Tue REPUBLICAN PRESDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, let’s talk politics for a minute. 
[Laughter] I know it is one of your favorite topics. While 
you obviously will take back some interesting grassroots 
feedback from a conference like this, a trip like this has to 
have some political advantage, too, I suppose. Are you 
heartened by the Harris poll which now is out that I think 
shows you with a 55 to 34 edge over Governor Reagan, or 
former Governor Reagan? Do you feel good about your 
political position right now? 

Tue Present. I do feel encouraged, and that poll 
this morning that came out in a number of newspapers 
was very good news. But that only means that what we 
have tried to do does have some appeal, and I can only 
say that what we do in the future is more the basic criteria. 

Naturally, I do want to get nominated, and I can assure 
you, if nominated, then we are going to put on a very hard 
campaign, so that news is good, but we’ve got what, about 
14 months to go before the election and about a year be- 
fore the convention. 

Q. By the time the primaries roll around though, I am 
assuming we will see you on the Wisconsin ballot? 

Tue Preswent. The probability is that I will enter a 
number of primaries. Which ones is difficult to forecast 
right at the moment. 

I love a good political campaign. I like to campaign, 
but I think it is too early for us to make any categorical 
commitment as to which primaries or all of the primaries. 


DETENTE 


Q. Back to an international issue, Mr. President, the 
continuation of détente with Russia under your Admin- 
istration has been criticized that Russia has the advantage 
in this. How do you look at that? 

Tue Present. I categorically deny that. Détente as it 
has proceeded is a two-way street. It can’t answer every 
question that arises in the international scene, but détente 
has been very helpful in easing and relaxing tensions be- 
tween the Soviet Union and ourselves. 


In my judgment, there has been a balanced give-and- 
take by the Soviet Union and by ourselves. I can assure 
you that in the process of negotiating the strategic arms 
limitation agreement number two, there will be no unfair 
advantage gained by either side. 

It has to be a completely fair and equitable reduction 
in strategic nuclear capabilities, but it is also important to 
understand that if we don’t get a SALT II agreement, it 
means that the arms race continues, that we, the United 
States, will have to spend roughly $2 billion to $3 billion 
more a year to keep even with the Soviet Union in their 
planned strategic arms program. 

So, it is to the advantage of both sides, the Soviet 
Union and ourselves to put a cap on the nuclear arms 
race, as Mr. Brezhnev and I did on a temporary basis 
at Vladivostok in December of last year. 
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I can assure you that we will be tough Yankee traders, 
and I expect them to do thesame. The net result will be 
a responsible cap on the nuclear arms race. If we do that, 
it makes our overall economic picture, our overall budget 
picture, a great deal sounder and better. 


Arms LIMITATION 


Q. On arms limitation, how do you look at it right 
now? Can we be optimistic, pessimistic? We have worked 
on it so long. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am optimistic, but I recognize there 
are some yet controversial issues and some technical mat- 
ters that will satisfy both sides. We have to be able to have 
a high degree of capability of verification as to whether or 
not the Soviet Union is living up to the promises made if 
and when a SALT II agreement is made. 

We have a tremendous technical capability in this 
regard, through a variety of means. I am sure they feel 
the same way. 

But if the technical problems of verification, if other 
matters of balance are worked out—and I think it is pos- 
sible—I think we will have a SALT ITI agreement. 


Mrs. Forp 


Q. Mr. President, there have been many things written 
and said across the country and here in Milwaukee about 
some recent viewpoints expressed by Mrs. Ford. You are 
quoted as saying that you think perhaps those remarks 
may have cost you some votes or something. What kind 
of an effect has that had, sir? 

THE Present. Well, those remarks to which you 
refer, I said kidding her. She’s got a good sense of humor, 
and she understood that my remarks were in that 
atmosphere. 

Let me just again put this in proper perspective. Our 
family—my wife, our four children and myself—are very 
close. We have a tradition in the family of individual 
members of the family speaking their mind, discussing 
matters with their children, with their mother or father, 
and we speaking quite frankly to our children. 

The family is closely knit. We have great affection and 
admiration for one another, and certainly I couldn’t have 
had a finer marriage. My wife and: I have been married 
almost 27 years now, I guess, and we have a minimum of 
differences, but we have a frank expression between 
ourselves. 

Now, what Betty was really trying to say was, because 
of the closeness of our family and the understanding be- 
tween children and parents, we are deeply concerned 
about the moral standards by which the family has been 
raised. : 

In that atmosphere, her discussions with any one of the 
four children are aimed at making sure—positive—that 
the moral standards that we have lived by and believe in 
are adhered to. 


I think there unfortunately has been a misunderstand- 
ing. We are proud of the family. We think we have a high 
moral standard within the family. And we are close as a 
family, and, at the same time, we have a give-and-take 
among the children as well as among ourselves. 

So, I am real proud of what Betty tried to say, and I 
regret there might have been some misunderstanding of 
what she did say. 

TV INTERVIEWS 


Q. This is the first appearance that you have made 
on local television in this kind of an interview, and-one 
of your aides is quoted in the Wall Street Journal as.say- 
ing you are doing this because you are dynamite on tele- 
vision. [Laughter] Do you feel you-are dynamite? 

Tue PreswenT. Well, I am not the best judge of that. 
[Laughter] I just like to meet with people like yourselves 
and try to explain my views, our policies, and I enjoy the 
opportunity to have a give-and-take with top newsmen 
in a region like Milwaukee. 


Wuire Houst CONFERENCES 


Q. We have been addressing ourselves mostly to the 
“give” here during our meeting. I wonder if you could 
give us an idea, Mr. President, of what you hope to take 
back to Washington with you from Wisconsin? 

THE PresweENT. Well, this White House Conference, 
as I understand it, has 17 [19] cosponsoring organizations. 
I hope to answer a question from each one of the 19. If I 
do, I will get a flavor of what these organizations feel 
about our policies or what we are trying to do. 


I am sure I will get, as I have in the past, written reports 
from all the other conferences. So, I am not going to pre- 
judge until I have participated, until I have seen the writ- 
ten reports from those that have participated. 


Foop Pricrs 


Q. One of the groups that you are likely to hear from 
will be the consumers. And your Secretary of Agriculture, 
Mr. Butz, this morning assured us the farmer was doing 
his part to hold food prices down, but that there are al- 
most uncontrollable costs in terms of labor and transporta- 
tion and middleman costs. Do you plan any kind of direct 
action, legislative action to try to control that kind of 
price pressure? 

Tue Presment. I think competition is the best way to 
solve that. The farmers have contributed magnificently. 
With their full production program, we are going to have 
the biggest wheat year in the history of the United States, 
the largest corn year, and I think soybeans will also be a 
record crop. 

So, the farmers have contributed. I hope that others 
that take the farm product from the farm to the home will 
equally contribute to make good food in America, deliv- 
ered as cheaply as possible. 
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MIcHIGAN-WISCONSIN FooTBALL GAME 


Q. Mr. President, your Michigan Wolverines are com- 
ing here to Wisconsin. They are opening our season with 
the Badgers. Do you want to predict the outcome of that 
game? We would like to win the first one and start it off 
right. 

THE PreEsipENT. I know that Wisconsin, the Badgers, 
would love to win. It brings back a game, the only game 
I played against Wisconsin—1934—and they defeated us 
at Ann Arbor. That rivalry is great. I am a little prejudiced 
for those Wolverines, but I think it will be a great game, 
and I understand the Badgers are going to be tougher 
this year. So—— 

Q. They smell the roses. 

THE PRESIDENT. ——-we better be a little cautious and 
go to work between now and then. 

Q. Come see the game. 

THE PreswEnT. I would love to, love to. 


Vice PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, a North Carolina Republican chair- 
man said last night that he felt there was a consensus of the 
Southern Republican leaders in the meeting over the week- 
end that Mr. Rockefeller should not be on the ticket in ’76. 
Does that give you any cause for concern? Will you be 
talking about that with the Republican leaders of the State 
later on this afternoon? 

THE Preswent. I will express, as I have before, that I 
think Nelson Rockefeller has done an extraordinarily good 
job as Vice President. He has lived up to my expectations, 
he works hard, he has got a lot of ideas, he has a lot of en- 
ergy, he has been a good teammate. And you know I just 
do not like to break up a good team. 


RONALD REAGAN 


Q. The meeting that you have with the Republican 
leaders later on perhaps will bring up some conservative 
sentiment. There is some in Wisconsin. Do you anticipate 
any questions about perhaps Mr. Reagan challenging in 
the State? 

Tue Preswent. Of course, I think I am a middle-of- 
the-roader or a conservative, and I am a practical con- 
servative with, I think, a good orientation toward the 
solution of problems in the international field. 

I will be glad to answer any questions the most con- 
servative people want to ask because I am a practical 
conservative with a middle-of-the-road orientation. I think 
that is the only way a Republican can win a national 
election. 

Q. Mr. President, our time is just about up. We want 
to thank you for being with us this afternoon and answer- 
ing our questions. Thank you very much, sir. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Ron and John. I appre- 
ciate it very much. It has been a good experience. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The interview began at 3 p.m. at the Pfister Hotel. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters at General 
Mitchell Field at the Conclusion of His Visit to 
Milwaukee. August 25, 1975 


THE PRESIDENT. Well, it has been a really great day with 
a wide variety of activities that I think have been very 
constructive. I leave Milwaukee with great memories, 
and I think a good dialog between the White House 
people, the Cabinet, and myself with the people of 
Milwaukee, and the opportunity to have this dialog, I 
am most appreciative of. 

Q. What happened at your meeting with Republican 
leaders in Wisconsin, Mr. President? 

THE Presipent. We talked about how we hope to 
increase the Republican contribution in the political arena 
in the State of Wisconsin. I think we can. We’ve got good 
leadership, we’ve got good people, and I think the Repub- 
lican Party can be a stronger factor in the two-party system 
in the State of Wisconsin. 

Q. Mr. President, how influential is this type of con- 
ference in making your decisions? 

Tue Present. They are very helpful. We had 19 
organizations representing a wide variety of political and 
sociological views. It is helpful not only to my Cabinet 
and my top administrative people but it is important to 
me to get the kind of questions they ask, the suggestions 
they make. Too often I think Administrations in the past 
have listened only to the lobbyists in Washington. What 
we are trying to do with these various White House Con- 
ferences around the country is to get the American people 
from all walks of life to make constructive suggestions and 
recommendations. I can assure you we listen to them. 

Q. Of all the suggestions today, what one particularly 
impressed you? 

THE Presment. I don’t think I ought to discriminate 
against those of one kind or praise others. They were all 
good, and we will make an honest effort to evaluate their 
recommendations and hopefully come up with some 
answers that will satisfy people not only in Milwaukee but 
elsewhere throughout the country. 

Thank you very much, everybody. It’s nice to see you all. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. 


-Women’s Equality Day, 1975 
August 26, 1975 


Message of the President. 


The celebration of Women’s Equality Day reminds us 
of how much more needs to be done to make equal oppor- 
tunity a reality in our national life. Last year the United 
States joined with nations around the world in proclaim- 
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ing 1975 as International Women’s Year. This should add 
even greater encouragement to our national goals in this 
vitally important area. 

Women’s Equality Day gives me another welcome 
chance to assure all Americans that their Government is 
firmly committed to achieving a record during this im- 
portant year which will be a source of national pride to 
us and inspiration to others. We are determined to make 
our Government a showcase of equal opportunity. Guided 
by the firm belief that our Nation derives its vitality from 
this basic concept, we shall not waiver in our task to make 
it the cornerstone of daily life throughout our country. 


GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: The text of the message was made available by the White 
House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House 
press release. 


Women’s Equality Day, 1975 
Proclamation 4383. August 26,1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In October 1971 and March 1972, the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate of the United States adopted 
a proposed amendment to our Constitution providing 
equal rights for men and women. By August 26, 1972, 
twenty States had ratified the proposed constitutional 
amendment, only eighteen more were needed for the pro- 
posed amendment to become part of our Constitution. 

August 26 is a significant date because it was on that 
day in 1920 that the Nineteenth Amendment, prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of sex with regard to voting, 
was certified as part of our Constitution after ratification 
by the necessary three-fourths of the States. Recognizing 
that the proposed Equal Rights Amendment is the logi- 
cal and rightful extension of the Nineteenth Amendment 
to rights other than voting, the President has, since 1972, 
annually set aside the 26th of August in recognition of the 
real and practical need to ensure that equal legal rights 
are enjoyed by women and men. 

This year, 1975, has been designated as International 
Women’s Year, dedicated to equality between men and 
women. It is also the two-hundredth year of our Nation— 
a Nation born, nurtured and dedicated to the proposition 
that all people are entitled to be equal before the law. 

Several more States need*to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment before it becomes part of our Constitution. 
It would be most fitting for this to be accomplished during 
our Nation’s two-hundredth year. In this Land of the 
Free, it is right, and by nature it ought to be, that all men 
and all women are equal before the law. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerAtp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, to remind all Americans 


that it is fitting and just to ratify the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment adopted by the Congress of the United States of 
America, in order to secure legal equality for all women 
and men, do hereby designate and proclaim August 26, 
1975, as Women’s Equality Day. 

I call upon all the citizens of the United States to mark 
this day with appropriate activities, and I call upon those 
States who have not ratified the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to give serious consideration to its ratification and 
the upholding of our Nation’s heritage. 

In Witness Wuereor, I hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America, the two-hundredth. 


GeraLp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:48 p.m., 
August 26, 1975] 


Citizenship Day and Constitution 
Week, 1975 


Proclamation 4384. August 27,1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Two hundred years ago, the men and women of the 
American Revolution pledged their lives, their fortunes, 
and their sacred honor in the struggle for independence, 
which ended September 3, 1783, with the signing of the 
Treaty of Paris. In breaking with the past, they did not 
neglect to build a better system for their posterity. 

Today, we look back 200 years, not merely to take pride 
in our history; we look back during this Bicentennial to 
learn some practical lessons for today and tomorrow. As 
we pay tribute, let us renew together our Founding Fa- 
thers’ pledge to our country—our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honor. Let us always remember that freedom 
does not come free. 

Congress, by a joint resolution of February 29, 1952, 
designated the 17th day of September of each year as 
Citizenship Day in commemoration of the formation and 
signing of the Constitution of the United States on Sep- 
tember 17, 1787, and authorized the President to issue 
annually a proclamation calling upon officials of the Gov- 
ernment.to display the United States flag on all Govern- 
ment buildings on such day. By a joint ‘resolution of 
August 2, 1956, Congress authorized the President to 
designate the period beginning September 17 and-ending 
September 23 of each year as Constitution Week and to 
issue a proclamation calling for the observance of such 
week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, call upon appropriate Gov- 
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ernment officials to display the flag of the United States 
on all Government buildings on Citizenship Day, Septem- 
ber 17, 1975—the 188th anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution. I urge Federal, State, and local officials, 
as well as leaders of civic, educational and religious 
organizations, to conduct appropriate ceremonies and 
programs on that day. 

I also designate as Constitution Week the period 
beginning September 17 and ending September 23, 1975, 
and urge all Americans to observe that week with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities in their schools, churches 
and in other suitable places in order to foster a better 
understanding of the Constitution, and of the rights and 
responsibilities of United States citizens. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of August, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and seventy-five, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the two-hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:51 p.m., 
August 27, 1975] 


Haile Selassie 


Statement by the President on the Death of the Former 
Emperor of Ethiopia. August 27, 1975 


It is with the deepest regret that we have learned of the 
death of Emperor Haile Selassie. For five decades, he was 
a towering leader not only of his own country but of the 
entire African Continent. At the time of the invasion of his 
country, he was an inspiration to everyone around the 
world who believes in national independence and peace 
with freedom among nations. As a friend of this country 
and as a symbol of the emergence of developing nations, 
he will be greatly missed. But his achievements—peaceful 
cooperation among African states and between African 
states and the rest of the world—will live on and continue 
to have fullest American support. 


NOTE: Haile Selassie, 83, died at Menelik Palace in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 


Department of Transportation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Judith T. 
Connor To Be Assistant Secretary for Environment, 
Safety and Consumer Affairs. August 27, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Judith T. Connor, of Big Cove Tannery, Pa., to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Transportation (Environment, 


Safety and Consumer Affairs) . She will succeed Benjamin 
O. Davis, Jr., who resigned effective September 20, 1975. 

Since 1973, Mrs. Connor has been Special Assistant to 
the Administrator of the Urban Mass Transportation Ad- 
ministration, Department of Transportation. During 
1972-73, she was Acting Director, Business Policy Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Competitive Assessment and Business 
Policy, Department of Commerce. She served successively 
in the Department of Commerce as Director, Special 
Studies, Bureau of Domestic Business (1971-72) and 
Policy Assistant to Special Assistant to the Secretary for 
Policy Development (1971). Prior to joining the Com- 
merce Department, she was a policy adviser in planning 
and evaluation for the Office of Economic Opportunity 
during 1971. From 1968 to 1969, she was senior staff 
analyst with Trans World Airlines, after serving as a staff 
statistician for the Pacific Telephone Co. from 1965 to 
1968. 


Mrs. Connor was born on March 6, 1939, in Toronto, 
Canada, and later became an American citizen. She re- 
ceived her B.A. degree from Wellesley College in 1961 
and her M.B.A. from Columbia Graduate School in 1965. 


Mrs. Connor is married to Dr. James E. Connor, 
Secretary to the Cabinet. 


Law of the Sea Conference 


Announcement of Appointment of Carlyle E. Maw as 
Special Representative of the President and Chief of 
Delegation. August 29,1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Carlyle E. Maw, of New York, N.Y., Under Secretary of 
State for Coordinating Security Assistance Programs, as 
Special Representative of the President for the Law of the 
Sea Conference and Chief of Delegation. This appoint- 
ment will terminate upon the appointment by the Presi- 
dent of a permanent Special Representative. 

In November 1973, Mr. Maw joined the Department 
of State as Legal Adviser, serving until June 1974 when 
he was appointed Under Secretary of State for Coordi- 
nating Security Assistance Programs. From 1928 to 1973, 
he was with the law firm of Cravath, Swaine and Moore 
of New York. During this time, he was Chief Counsel of 
the Housing Division of the Public Works Administration 
from 1933 to 1934. 

Mr. Maw was born on October 13, 1903, in Provo, 
Utah and received his B.S. degree from Brigham Young 
University in 1925. He received his LL.B. degree from 
Harvard Law School in 1928. 

Mr. Maw is married to the former Margot Bell, and 
they have three children. They reside in Washington, D.C. 
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Oil Price Controls 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary 
Following the President’s Meeting With Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Mansfield and Speaker of the 
House Carl Albert. August 29, 1975 


The President met for one hour with Senate Majority 
Leader Mansfield and House Speaker Albert. Also attend- 
ing were Frank Zarb, Alan Greenspan, Rogers C. B. 
Morton, Max Friedersdorf, and Jack Marsh. 

The President expressed his appreciation for the con- 
structive way in which Senator Mansfield and Speaker 
Albert are seeking to reso!ve this difficult national energy 
problem. 

It was understood that the President will veto the 
6-month extension of oil price controls because he strongly 
believes the economic health and security of the United 
States permit no further delay in beginning a program to 
achieve independence from unreliable foreign energy 
sources which can set our oil prices at will. 

However, the President agreed to delay vetoing the bill 
until Senator Mansfield has discussed his compromise 
decontrol plan with Senate Democrats. Speaker Albert 
also will review the compromise plan with a number of 
House Democratic leaders. 

The President told Senator Mansfield and Speaker 
Albert that he would not veto a short extension of oil 
price controls if he is reasonably confident that Congress 
will act favorably within a matter of weeks on the phased 
decontrol plan offered by Senator Mansfield. 


Pay Rates for Federal Employees 


The President’s Message to the Congress 


Recommending a 5 Percent Pay Increase. 
August 29, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Consideration of an adjustment in Federal white collar 
pay comes at a time when, although the economy is 
recovering, unsettling conditions are still adversely affect- 
ing the Nation’s general welfare. 

Under the Pay Comparability Act of 1970, an adjust- 
ment in Federal white collar pay will be required on 
October 1. 

I have reviewed the report of my “pay agent” and the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Federal 
Pay relative to a pay adjustment. Their findings indicate 
that an 8.66 percent increase will be required to achieve 
comparability with the private sector. I would normally 
order such a pay raise in recognition of the loyal service 


given the country by the Government’s civilian and mili- 
tary personnel. 

However, pay comparability must be viewed in the light 
of the country’s current economic situation. Inflation, 
unemployment and recession continue to cause hardships 
on American consumers, workers and taxpayers—with 
inflation showing a new spurt which hits hardest at the 
jobless and the disadvantaged. 

I have attempted to curtail inflation by proposing Fed- 
eral cost-saving measures and drawing the line at a $60 
billion deficit. However, with Congressional inaction on 
the expenditure reduction proposals made in my budget, 
this proposed deficit has already been exceeded by more 
than $1 billion and will increase month after month unless 
there is new fiscal restraint. , 

A Federal white collar pay increase at the proposed 
8.66 percent figure would add more than $31 billion to 
Federal expenditures. A five percent increase, as I pro- 
posed in my budget, would reduce these expenditures by 
about $1.6 billion. 

Over the past several months, I have had to veto legis- 
lation involving a number of programs because of the 
costs involved. This meant some curtailment in the future 
expectations of many Americans. However, the cost im- 
pact of these proposals would have added to inflationary 
pressures and thus proven to be a hoax rather than a help. 

My overriding objective is to achieve national economic 
stability for all Americans. Full comparability pay, at this 
time, is inconsistent with my course of action to build a 
strong and stable economy and to bring inflation under 
control. Therefore, the size of the proposed pay raise must 
be temporarily restrained for the economic well-being of 
the Nation as a whole. 

The pay act gives me the authority to propose whatever 
alternative pay adjustment I consider appropriate in the 
light of “economic conditions affecting the general wel- 
fare.” The pay increase I have chosen will allow the 
Federal Government to lead the fight against inflation 
by example, and not just words alone. 

It is my considered judgment that the salary adjustment 
should level off at the five percent increase which I called 
for last January. I strongly urge the Congress to support 
the alternative recommendation which is attached. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
August 29, 1975. 


FEDERAL Pay CoMPARABILITY ALTERNATIVE PLAN 


In consideration of economic conditions affecting the 
general welfare, I hereby transmit to the Congress the 
following alternative plan, as authorized and required by 
Section 5305(c)(1) of Title 5, United States Code: 

The adjustments in the rates of pay of each Federal 
statutory pay system to become effective on the first 
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day of the first applicable pay period that begins on 
or after October 1, 1975, shall be limited to a 5% 
increase in lieu of the overall average of 8.66% 
determined under the comparability procedures set 
forth in Section 3(a) of the Federal Pay Compara- 
bility Act of 1970 (5 U.S.C. 5305). 


Eamon de Valera 


Statement by the President on the Death of the 
Former President of Ireland. August 29, 1975 


It is with profound regret that I have learned of the 
death of Eamon de Valera, the former President of 
Ireland. I extend my deepest sympathy and that of the 
American people to his family and to the people and the 
Government of Ireland. For half a century, Mr. de Valera 
was a symbol of Ireland’s ideals and aspirations. He served 
the Irish people devotedly and unstintingly, as parliamen- 
tarian, Prime Minister, and as President for 14 years. 
Mr. de Valera also personified the ties of kinship and 
friendship between Ireland and the United States. To- 
gether with the Irish people, we mourn his passing. 
NOTE: Eamon de Valera, 92, died in Blackrock, a suburb of Dublin. 


He was Prime Minister from 1932 to 1948, 1951 to 1954, and 1957 
to 1959, and President from 1959 to 1973. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 


August 24 
In Kalispell, Mont., the President met with a group of 


Montana Republicans at Glacier International Airport. 


August 25 

In Milwaukee, Wis., the President attended a luncheon 
hosted by the editorial boards of the Milwaukee Journal 
and the Milwaukee Sentinel. Later in the afternoon, the 


President met with a group of Wisconsin Republicans at 
the Pfister Hotel. 


August 26 


AFL-CIO President George Meany met with the 
President at the White House to discuss grain exports, 
living costs, and maritime issues. Also participating in the 
meeting were Secretary of Labor Dunlop and the follow- 
ing union representatives: Lane Kirkland, secretary- 
treasurer of the AFL-CIO, Thomas W. Gleason, presi- 
dent of the International Longshoremen’s Association, 
- Mel Barisk, secretary-treasurer of the National Maritime 
Union, Jesse T. Calhoun, president of the National 


Marine Engineers Beneficial Association, and Paul Hall, 
president of the Seafarers’ Union. 

The President met with a group of White House Fel- 
lows in the Cabinet Room. 


August 27 


The President met with the Cabinet at the White 
House. Topics discussed included energy, legislative plans, 
and Turkish aid. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr., of Winnetka, Ill., and George H. 
Gallup, of Princeton, N.J., to be members of the United 
States Advisory Commission on Information. 

Ambassador Daniel P. Moynihan, U.S. Representa- 
tive to the United Nations, met with the President. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 


MarSHALL GREEN as U.S. Ambassador to Australia and the Repub- 
lic of Nauru; 

Otto G. Stoiz as General Manager of the New Community Develop- 
ment Corporation, Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, effective September 2, 1975; 

FrepericK L. WEBBER as Deputy Under Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, effective September 1, 1975; and 
ALLEN B. Hannay as United States District Judge for the Southern 

District of Texas, effective August 6, 1975. 


August 28 


The President met at the White House with 16 Gov- 
ernors to consult with them on the scope of the natural 
gas shortage expected this winter. Attending the meeting 
were the Governors of Delaware, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisi- 
ana, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Texas, Vermont, and Virginia. 

The President has acknowledged the retirement of 
Sarah Tilghman Hughes as United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas. 

The President announced his intention to nominate the 
following persons: 

Jutio Moraves-SancuEz, of Puerto Rico, to be United States At- 
torney for the District of Puerto Rico for a term of 4 years; and 


E. Epwarp Jounson, of Topeka, Kans., to be United States Attor- 
ney for the District of Kansas for a term of 4 years. 


The President met with Frederick L. Webber, who is 
resigning as Deputy Under Secretary and Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

The President met with members of the Cabinet and 
the White House Staff to discuss key issues regarding the 
Food Stamp program. 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare David 
Mathews met with the President. 

August 29 

The President met with the Economic Policy Board at 
the White House. 

Maine Representatives William S. Cohen and David F. 
Emery met with the President to discuss a defense con- 
tract with a Maine firm. Also participating in the meeting 
were Burton Braley, mayor of Saco, Maine, and Lucien 
Dutrembley, mayor of Biddedorf, Maine. 
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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE * 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released August 24, 1975 
Advance text: remarks at the dedication of 
the Libby Dam in Montana 


Released August 25, 1975 

Advance text: remarks at the American 
Hardware Manufacturers Association con- 
vention in Chicago, Ill. 


Released August 28, 1975 

New conference: on the President’s meet- 
ing with 16 Governors concerning natural 
gas shortage—by Frank G. Zarb, Adminis- 
trator, Federal Energy Administration, 
Alan Greenspan, Chairman, Council of 
Economic Advisers, Gov. Thomas P. Salmon 
of Vermont, Gov. Edwin W. Edwards of 
Louisiana, Gov. Julian Carroll of Kentucky, 
Gov. James E. Holshouser, Jr., of North 
Carolina, and Gov. David Boren of 
Oklahoma. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS. RELEASES—Continued 


Released August 29, 1975 

Fact sheet: on the President’s message to 
the Congress recommending a 5 percent 
pay increase for Federal employees. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 
NOTE: The Congress being in recess, no nom- 


inations were submitted to the Senate during 
the period covered by this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 
NOTE: No acts approved by the President 


were received by the Office of the Federal 


Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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forming Arts 

Johnson, Wallace H., Jr 
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Justice, Department of 
Assistant Attorney General 
Attorney General 
News conference remarks 
Regulatory reform 
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Governor 
US. district judge 
Karamanlis, Constantine 
Karpatkin, Rhoda H. 
Kauffmann, John Hoy 
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forming Arts 
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King, Billie Jean 
Kissinger, Henry A 





694, 
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Secretary 
Under Secretary. 
Labor-Management Committee, Presi- 
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Labor Relations Act, National 
Labor Relations Board, National... 740, 784 
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Ladd, Jeffrey R 
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Landrieu, Moon 
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Leonov, Aleksei 750, 754, 755 
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to Soviet cosmonauts and American 
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Resignations 
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Callaway 

General Services Administration, 
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istrator Arthur F. Sampson 

Interior Department, exchange of 
letters with Secretary Stanley K. 
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ters with Counsel to the President 
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Library of Congress 


Liechtenstein, Foreign Minister Kieber. 814 
703, 705 
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Mackinac Island, Mich 

Management and Budget, Office of, Di- 
rector, delegation of Presidential 
functions 

Management Committee, President’s 
Labor 

Mansfield, Sen. Mike. 

Mariana Islands, Northern 

Maritime Commission, Federal 
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ping 
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Marston, Garth 
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Mass Transportation Administration, 
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Mayors, United States Conference of... 728 
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McCormick, 
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McDonald, Jack 
McDonald, John 
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McNeil, Robert L., Jr 
Meats, imports 
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States-Japan Cooperative 
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President Urho Kekkonen. 
Prime Minister Keijo Liinamaa_-_--- 
France, President Valéry Giscard 
d’Estaing 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 


Italy, Prime Minister Aldo Moro 848 
Japan, Prime Minister Miki.. 833-835, 850 
Poland, First Secretary Edward 


808, 848, 850 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
General Secretary Leonid Brezh- 
nev 808, 848-850 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister 


Yugoslavia 
President Josip Tito__.___- 826-831, = 
Prime Minister Dzemal Bijedic___- 


Memorandums to Federal Agencies 
Combined Federal Campaign 


Mencher, Bruce S. 

Mental health centers, community-_-__-_ 

Mental Retardation, President’s Com- 
mittee on__- 





Michigan, Governor 
Mid-America Committee for Interna- 
tional Business and Government Co- 
operation 733, 759, 760 
Middle East 
See also specific country 
News conference remarks 





Milliken, Gov. William G 
Mining, surface 
Minneapolis, Minn 
Minnesota, disaster assistance 
Minorities 
Economic situation 
Voting rights 
White House Conference on Domestic 
and Economic Affairs 
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Mortgage Association, 
Mi 


Federal 





Moskow, Michael H. 855 
Moynihan, Daniel P__...--._.- 693, 7'76, — 


Mutual and balanced force reductions. 
See Arms. control and disarmament 
Mutual = i Sema and Security, 

Treaty of 
Myerson, Jacob M. 


Nassikas, John N 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration 
Administrator 
Distinguished Service Medal 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People 
National Cancer Advisory Board 
National Cherry Festival 
National Commission on New Tech- 
nological Uses of Copyrighted Works_ 
National Commission on the Observance 
of International Women’s Year, 1975_ 
National Corporation for Housing Part- 
nerships and the National Housing 
Partnership 
National Day of Prayer. 
National Environmental Research Cen- 
ter 701, 712, 713 
National Farm Family of the Year 
National Fire Prevention and Control 
Administration 775, 785 
National Foundation on the Arts and 
the Humanities 
National Highway Safety Advisory Com- 
mittee 
National Housing Goal 
National Institutes of Health 
National Labor Relations Act. 709 
National Labor Relations Board. 740, 784, 887 
National League of Families of Ameri- 
can Prisoners and Missing in South- 
east Asia. _.. 754, 784 
National Mediation Board. 
National Naval Medical Center 
National Science Foundation 
National Security Council, meetings 
with President 784, 862 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
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Needham, Pamela G 
Neiger, Capt. Ralph E 
Neill, Denis M 
Nelsen, Ancher 
Nessen, Ron_. 719, 761, 762, 787, 804, 816, 865 
Nevada, Governor. 717 
New England River Basins Commission. 
New Hampshire, special Senatorial elec- 
tion -.- 
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New Orleans, U.S.S.-.-. 


News Conferences 
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Aug. 2 (Air Force One) 

Aug. 7 (Public Broadcasting System) - 
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News media, meetings with the Presi- 
736, 815, 838, 854, 856, 886 
Nimmer, Meiville B 779 
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815 
838 
856 


Nimmerrichter, Loretta.....-.-. ecidine 

Nixon, Richard M 

Nominations. See Appointments and 
Nominations 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
News conference remarks. 
President’s Helsinki trip, remarks.:792—794 
Supreme Allied Commander 192 
Turkey, military bases... 720-723, 791, 801 
U.S. forces 

North Carolina, U.S. district judge 

North Dakota, disaster assistance 

Northern Mariana Islands, common- 











Ohio River Valley White House Con- 
703, 713 
Oil 
Decontrol of domestic oil a 
740, 748, 760, 763, 765, 779, 784, 785, 
816, 818, 849, 854, 857, 858 
Domestic production 721, 
736, 737, 740, 748, 769, 857, 858 
Import fees, court decision 


Olympic Sports, President’s Commis- 
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Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries 
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Orr, Lt. Gov. Robert 

Ottoman, Mr. and Mrs. James 
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Pacific Northwest River Basins Com- 
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Patricelli, Robert E 











Petroleum price review bill, veto... 763, 785 
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Council on 








Joint statements. 
Poznan International Trade Fair__-- 
President’s trip 
U.S. Ambassador to 
Pollack, Irving M. 
Pollution. See Environment 
Portugal, government crises 
Postal Service, United States. 
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Powerplant siting 
POW’s and MIA’s 
Poznan International Trade Fair. 
Prayer, National Day of. 
Prayer day proclamations 

President Ford Committee 
Presidential Clemency Board 
Presidential Scholars. 

President’s Commission on Olympic 











Sports 
President’s Committee on Mental Re- 
tardation 
President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports_ 
President’s Labor-Management Com- 
mittee 
President's travel 
Domestic 
Chicago, Ill 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Cleveland, Ohio- 
Des Moines, Iowa. 








736, 741, 759 
701, 703, 712 
70 





Interlochen, Mich 

Kincheloe Air Force Base, Mich-.- 
Mackinac Island, Mich 
Minneapolis, Minn 

Pekin, 


826-831, 
President’s veto power. 703, 704, 706, 734, 773 
President’s views on term in office 737, 
738, 838-840 
112 
Price Stability, Council on Wage and-_.. 1730, 
784, '790 
Principe, independence ceremonies.... 730 
Privacy issues, child support program... 856 


Proclamations- 
Meat imports from Canada (Proc. 
4382) 


Project Independence 
Property Council, Federal 
Public Broadcasting System, interview_ 


Quie, Repr. Albert H 


Radio broadcasting, international.. 817, 818 
Radio Free 

Radio regulations 751 
Railroad Administration, Federal.. 767, on 
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79 


Railways and Airline Clerks, Brother- 
hood of. 

Rampton, Gov. Calvin L 

Randolph, Sen. Jennings 

Rathe, Janet J 








Regulatory reform 
705, 707, 7124-726, 735, 740, 759, 868, 
883 


Reports to the President 


Energy Research and Development 
Administration, report 712, 713 

United Nations World Conference for 
International Women’s Year, US. 
delegation 
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Agriculture Department 
Assistant Secretary 
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Directors 760, 806 





Air Force Department, Assistant Sec- 
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ary - dik 

Ambassador, United States, Central 
African Republic 

Army Department, Secretary 

Asian Development Bank, U.S. Direc- 

849 

Committee for Purchase from the 
Blind and Other Severely Handi- 
capped, members 760, 863 

Environmental Protection Agency, 
Assistant Administrator 

Federal National Mortgage Associa- 
tion, Board of Directors 

Federal Property Council, Executive 
Secretary 

Foreign Claims Settlement Commis- 
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General Services Administration, Ad- 
ministrator 

Geothermal Coordination and Man- 
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Interior Department, Secretary 

Interstate Commerce Commission, 
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Justice Department, Assistant Attor- 
ney General 

Klamath River Compact Commission, 
Federal Representative and Chair- 
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National Cancer Advisory Board, 

National Commission on the Observ- 
ance of International Women’s 
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National Labor Relations Board, 
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National Science Foundation, Assist- 
ant Director_ 

National Transportation 
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US. attorneys 





Safety 


US. district Judges 
Tilinois 


727, 731, 739, 840 
703-705, 708 


703, 728, 738, 741, 759, 798, 846 
Rocky Mountain States, 
posium 
Rogers, Richard D 
Romania 
Joint communique 
President Ceausescu 


784, 818-826, 849 
President’s trip 


784, 818-826, 849 


U.S. Ambassador to 


Rostenkowski, Repr. Dan. 
Royal, Darrell 
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Occupational 
St. Edward Mercy Medical Center 
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Sampson, Arthur F_ 
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Sarbin, Hershel B 
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Schmidt, Helmut 





852 
784 
804 
730 
Pod 














708. 
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Schools, desegregation 
Science Foundation, National 
Science and Technology Policy Office, 
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Scott, Sen. Hugh 
Scowcroft, Lt. Gen. Brent 
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Securities and Exchange Commission... 713, 
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Snyder, Repr. M. G. (Gene) ~... 701-703, 705 
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Solar energy 
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Missing in 
Soviet Union. See Union of Soviet So- 
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Spanish-speaking Americans 752, 770 
Special Representative for Trade Nego- 
tiations 
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European Security Conference, meet- 
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Independence Day, 1975 
Indochina refugees, task force 
Middle East, Secretary Kissinger’s .. 


855 
765 
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709 
761 


National Labor Relations Act, 40th 
anniversary 


8 
Turkish-U.S. defense installations---_ 
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signing 
Veterans Disability Compensation and 
Survivor Benefits Act of 1975, bill 
signing 
Williams, Lawrence, death 


709 
717 
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715 


837 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe, Press Secretary 
Nessen 

Middle East, Secretary Kissinger’s 

Olson, Dr. Frank, President’s meeting 
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retary Nessen 

U.S.-Romanian trade 
Press Secretary Nessen 


Stewart, Peter P 

Stewart, Justice Potter 

Strip mining 

Suharto, President. 

Surface mining legislation 

Susquehanna River Basin Commission, 
U.S. Representative 


agreement, 


Swearing-In Ceremonies 
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Health, Education, and Welfare De- 
partment 
Assistant Secretary for Health and 
Director of the National Insti- 
tutes of Health 
Secretary 846 
United Nations, U.S. Representative... 693 
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Windfall profits tax 
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proposed 
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Tipton, Howard D 
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Tourism, legislation 
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Wheat 866, 
Yugoslavia, relations with U.S____-_- 
Trade Commission, Federal 
Trade Fair, Poznan International 
Trade Negotiations, Special Representa- 
tive for 


Hazardous materials 
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Trivetts, Alphs. -<--. 3 ect 164, 765 
Troteer, Virginie Y.-...... 2.5.52. 699, 700 
Tuggle, Kenneth H-...............-... 862 
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Prime Minister Demirel-_-_-_--_ 808, 848, 850 
Ts Ba ik he dita swisiccnen 719, 
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approval 
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